
Professor Satyesh Chandra Chakraborty- A Homage

Born- Nov. 01, 1931 Died- Nov.7,2011

Satyesh Chandra Chakraborty was
born in Cummilla (now in Bangaldesh) in
a reputed Hindu Brahmin Orthodox family.
His father was Sri Nogesh Chakraborty who
later on became the Chairman of State Public
Service Commission in West Bengal.

He had his schooling in Calcutta and
graduated with honours in Geography
from the Presidency College, Calcutta with
First position in First Class having scored
highest marks in the university among all
the graduate students in Arts, Science and

Commerce in that year and was awarded
the prestigious Ishan Scholarship. After him
no student in geography of the University
until today has received this award. He
had an excellent academic record. He also
maintained his excellence being first in the
first class in Master's degree.

Satyesh Chakraborty was awarded
state scholarship to conduct his Ph.D. level
research in London School of Economics.
He returned to India in 1951 with doctorate
degree and joined the Department of
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Geography, Presidency College, Calcutta
as an Assistant Professor. He got married
to Ira De, the eldest daughter of Professor
Bishnu De, the celebrated poet, litterateur
and prolific writer in Bengali literature.

Like many Bengali intelligentsia
Satyeshda was a sympathizer to undivided
Communist Party of India. After the
bifurcation of the party in 1960's into CPI
and CPI (M), he did notjoin any wing of the
political parties but remained close to CPI.

Dr. Chakrabortyjoined the Deparlment
of Geography, University of Burdwan
located in the lusty green campus of Golap
Bag ( Garden of roses) built by Maharaja
of Burdwan in 1969 as Professor and Head.
He left the university in 1972 to join as

a Full time Member of the West Bengal
State Planning Board and stayed there for
flve years. After the expiry of his term he
had joined as a Senior Professor in Indian
Institute of Management, Calcutta in 1977

and then in 1991 he took his retirement
from IIM, Calcutta to join as Director in the
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Institute of Port Management, Calcutta and

later on remained attached as consultant to
the Institute.

Dr. Chakraborty had taught as visiting
professor at City University of Iowa in
USA and distinguished Professor at Miyagi
University, Japan

We used address him as Satyeshda. He
had fantastic memory and could identify
any place or people anywhere in the world.
He was widely travelled scholar. For a brief
period he was the editor of the Geographical
Review, Journal being brought out by the

Geographical Society of India, Calcutta
University. He was so versatile scholar that
he had an answer to any problem posed to
him. He was a member of Board of P.G.

studies in Geography of many universities in
India. Lately he organized a research institute
namely Indian geographical Foundation and

started publishing a journal. He published
about four books and more than hundred
articles in India and abroad.

Dr. Chakraborty was a versatile scholar
and excellent orator. He preferred to deliver
lectures on any topics ofgeography and even
in other subjects rather than writing

His main interest was on the
environmental planning of Calcutta
Metropolis and various sub-disciplines of
geography. His latest work was on Global
Warming Scenario, Kolkata.

Professor Chakraborty had been
suffering from chronic obstructive
pulmonary disease.

Geographer Professor Chakraborty died
at the age of 80 around 8.00 am on Monday
7'h Nov. 2011 in his house at Kakuliya Road,

Kolkata. He is survived by his wife, Ira di
and two sons and daughters-in-law and two
grand children. His eldest son Ahitagni lives
in Bangalore and the younger one lives in
Canada, each having one son. Besides, he
left behind a large number of admirers and
students
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