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Prof. Shivarudrappa A. Todkar

Professor Shivarudrappa Todkar popularly

called as 'Appa' passed on 3rd May 2009.

He was 81. As the alumnus of Department

of Geography, University of Pune, he

had a long career of teaching in S.N.D.T.

University. Under his leadership, he started

Geography at special level for B.A. and

later on for M.A. This University is meant

for women students. He has worked hard

as a teacher and HOD with the vision and

mission given by a great personality like

Maharshi Dhndo Keshav Karve.

Prof. Todkar has valid reason for this

kind of missionary zeal as he himself was

a freedom fighter. During the 1942 struggle

he has been the follower of well known

Gandhian, Late Shri. Manibhai Desai.

He was active young boy participating in

the 'Bharat Chhodo Movement' and was

jailed once. Most importantly, he has never

encashed this throughout his life. Almost all

geographers do not know this facet of his

personality. I was fortunate enough to know

this from Manibhai Desai himself.

His quest for spreading knowledge

and inclusive social approach made him

to establish and develop the Maharashtra

Bhugolshastra Parishad. The Parishad

has provided the platform for geographers

in the rural Maharashtra. He developed

his own team of scholars and expertise in

modern geography and motivated them to

be proactive for conducting workshops and

conferences at tahsil places. The tremendous

response for his endeavour is evidenced

by 26 Annual Conferences, more than 100

workshops and equal number of seminars

organized by the Parishad in collaboration

with different colleges and universities.

The membership (more than 1000) of
the Parishad is not limited to the State of
Maharashtra but also includes geographers

from Gujarat, Delhi, West Bengal etc. He

was founder secretary of the Parishad for
about 25 years and president for the last 10

years. The Parishad is responsible for not

only popularising the geography subject but

also enhancing the quality of teaching and



research. The Parishad has a multilingual
research journal which is catalogued by ISBN

and recognized by UGC, ICSSR, CAPART

and State Government of Maharashtra. The

Journal receives significant grant from the

State Government of Maharashtra. These

are few examples of the achievements of
the Parishad under the august leadership of
Prof. Todkar.

Besides Maharashtra Bhugolshastra

Parishad he was also founder member

of NAGI, IIG and DGS. The success and

regularity of the Journal of the Parishad

was recognized by Late Prof. Chaturvedy

who has handed over the charge of Deccan

Geographical Society to Prof. Todkar.

During his long tenure as the secretary of
the society 'Deccan Geographer' got a face

lift and reached new heights of success.

Particularly the society widened its base of
membership tointernatinal level achieved

sound financial position. The credit for this

goes to Prof. Todkar. He has also exhibited

how to run the academic organization in
an excellent way with democratic and Prof. Praveen G. Saptarshi

Pune

participatory approach. At the time when he

stepped down as the secretary of the society,

he has kept a corpus of over million rupees

and more than thousand life members across

India and all over the world.

As the personal achievements he has

completed twelve sponsored research

projects and published more than 50 research

papers in the peer reviewed journals. He

has embraced almost all the branches of
Geography with special interest in Economic

Geography, Population and Settlement
Geography, Environmental Studies, Research

Techniques and applications of GIS and RS.

It is the historical record that the sincere

efforts of Prof. Todkar have raised the

academic standards not only of the journals

of the two organizations but also the teaching

at graduate and post graduate levels. We all
pay homage to the departed soul and salute

him and his sincere work.

May his soul rest in peace.


