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The population of the region is considered
as region’s wealth. Consequently, in
recent times, one observes that importance
is being given to the well being of the
region’s population thorough social and
economic upliftment. Given this context,
economist, geographers, sociologist and
planners in our day have increasingly laid
stress on the assessment and development
of human potential with set of objectives.
Dr. Hemalata Joshi’s Appraisal of Human
Development Index for Rajasthan is one
such attempt, where the process is to widen
the people’s choice as well as raise the level
of well being by analysing of per capita
income, education and health.

This book presents the spatio-
temporal and gender appraisal of Human
Development Index (HDI) for 237
Panchayat samitis of Rajasthan for 1991
and 2001. The main objective of the book
is to provide an insightful examination of
the development of the State in terms of
social and economic indicators viz. health,
education and income. Simultaneously,
it seeks to present a comparative picture
of development of health, education and
per capita income and also the gender
dimensions.

The book is divided into 18 chapters.
The initial two chapters are introductory

chapters, mainly focusing on the importance
of the research, objective, hypothesis,
methodology adopted and the geographical
profile of Rajasthan. In the fourth and fifth
chapter, the book progresses to give a State’s
infrastructural status. i.e. medical facilities,
educational amenities , drinking water,
road, post & telegraph, power, market , road
and communication, for the year 1991 and
2001 respectively. Thereafter, individual
chapters concern themselves with analysing
various parameter such as Health Status
Index (HSI), Gender related Educational
Index (GEDI), Gender related Income
Index (GINI) Gender Empowerment
Measure (GEM) and Human Development
Index (HDI). Each of these indices shows
the ranks of the Panchayat samitis and
then, on the basis of level of development,
Joshi classifies them into four levels : high,
medium, low and very low. For better
understanding, this is well supported by
maps and tables. The concluding part of
the book is divided into two chapter to
show present growth trends and followed
by action plan.

The author remarks that though there
has been increase in HDI between the
two comparative analyses, an increase in
disparity is equally obvious. Therefore,
the book’s concluding chapter highlights
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important programmes and schemes
implemented by the State in the context
of education, health, family welfare,
hunger alleviation, malnutrition, drinking
water and sanitation. In doing so, it
documents the achievements and failures,
recommendations and challenges faced by
rural Rajasthan. However, on the personal
note, for a exhaustive study like this,
the recommendations should have been
elaborative with proper action plan.

Of the total number of 488 pages, 218
constitute the main text, while the rest
remains as appendix. The bibliography
provided is quite elaborate and will be of
much help in the development of conceptual
understanding as well as advanced study in
this field. In an attempt at facilitating better
understanding, the author has provided
a key to abbreviations, terminology, and
formulae. With similar intent, multivariable
data is represented using GIS and statistical
techniques Charts, models and inset boxes
adequately support text of the book.
The language is simple with minimum
typological error.

Undoubtedly the data collected and
represented is huge and exhaustive. The
author needs to be acknowledged for this.
It must have been a Herculean task in
deed. As a geographer, Dr Joshi has rightly
represented the data by using lucid areal
distributional maps. This book will be a
resource of great utility to policy makers,
development workers, planners at all levels,
research scholars and students. Further, the
information contained would help in proper
planning for the future growth of human
resources, enabling removal of regional
disparity within the State. To conclude, more
than a book, it is a report that evaluates the
human development status for Rajasthan. It
would help in proper planning and future
growth of human development status. This
would also provide opportunity to young
geographers to take up research in this field
in different parts of the country.
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Environmental Changes and Geomorphic Hazards

By Surendra Singh, Leszek Starkel and Hiambok Jones Syiemlieh
(Bookwell Publishers, New Delhi, 2008. Pages 388, Price Rs.850/)

This is a research monograph that-includes
papers presented in Indo — Polish joint
seminar held at the North Eastern Hill
University, Shillong during 20th to 22nd
November 2006.

The book presents an overview of
a few main geomorphic hazards such
as landslides,seismicity, floods and
desertification causing mass movements,
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collapse and subsidence, hydrological
hazards and human-induced geohazards.
It is aimed at providing the reader with a
variety of case studies. The contributions
therefore cover a range of geological,
geomorphological and  geographical
settings. Geographically, the twenty four
papers discuss environmental changes and
geomorphichazards fromArctic, Carpathian



