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Abstract

Tehran’s crime rate is remarkably high. This rate is being controlled by some
demographic, social and economic characteristics as well as certain locational
specification. The measure objective of this article was to investigate the relationship
«hetween some offenders’ characteristics and type and magnitude of crimes.
Identification of Tehran’s major hotspots is another perusing objective. Samples
was extracted out of Tehran’s most important jail prisoners who committed various
crimes. Most of crimes are associated with the age group of 25-30. Smuggling and
robbery are the two offenses which well pertain to illiterate portion of the sample.
Murder, robbery and smuggling are predominately associated with low-income
group. 35 percent of the sample proves length of residency less than 6 months in
Tehran. Robbery and murder essentially are attributed with darkness and solitude
positions. Tehran’s central part emerges as the most spectacular hotspot. New
aspects of this study entail more comprehensive ecological studies regarding
dynamic structure, social disorganization and local institutional settings of

Tehran's different neighborhoods.
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Introduction

Generally speaking, country’s urban
Criminal occurrence and delinquency rate
are said to be relatively high. Tehran ranks
the highest among different urban areas due
to its spatial and geographical properties
(237 per 100,000) (Prisoners’ Organization
2000). The number of Tehran’s prisoners
per 100,000in 1976, 1986, and 1996 has
been 41, 130 and 232 respectively (Ibid).
According to the relevant statistics, 11.73
percent of the country’s urban offenders
committed at least one crime in Tehran and
were put in Tehran’s jails (Ibid).

This paper tries to put forward the following
objectives

* Toevaluatetheimpactofsocio-economic
and demographic characteristics upon
both the frequency and type of crime
and delinquency

e To introduce hot spots as far as the
crime rate is concerned

e To specify the peculiar locational
properties of the hot spots

Theoretical Research Frameworks and
Background

There are two major theoretical traditions
regarding crime phenomena. One tradition
tries to explain the behavior of individuals
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as offenders or victims. In this line of
arguments, temporal and spatial variation
in individual’s crime careers is the lure
of emphasis. What social, psychological,
economic, cultural and biological factors
cause individual to commit crimes?

The second tradition focuses on
ecological & socio-cultural backgrounds,
organizational stability and their impact
upon the frequency and type of crime.
Theories about territorial distribution of
crime deal with variation in crime among
communities and its subdivisions namely
neighborhoods at one time and among them
over a pertod of time.

More recently, some scholars called
attention to crime communities’ careers.

Most of the crime literatures were
geared toward community’s social
organization status to control behavior
of residents. Shaw and McKay (1942)
believed in racial, ethnical composition as
well as nationality and nativity of offenders
and their demographic structure (age and
sex) as major determinant factors regarding
crime and delinquency rates. Even though,
low-status male youths are more susceptible
to delinquency in each kind of status
neighborhood, the impact of communities’
social status should not be overlooked.

Reiss & Rhodes (1961) believed that
neighborhood effect is greatest for low-
status youths since, these localities are
organized in such a way that enhances
delinquency.

Merton argued (1957) that lack of
legitimate means to social mobility in
lower status neighborhoods persuade youth
to appeal to illegitimate means such as
criminal activity to get ahead. Cloward
& Ohlin (1960) believed that youth have
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unequal access to conventional means to
get ahead thus they may evolve sub-cultures
pertaining to illegitimate means to do so.

Reiss (1986) argued that the density
of high-risk males has an incremental
effect on crime rate. According to him the
existence of strong peer networks and sub-
culture support delinquency here. Donald
Taft (1933) and Miller (1975) argued that
low class simply commits crime because
they feel a drastic economic gap between
themselves and affluent.

Trevor (1986) stated that the aspiration
for having a comfortable life can be
considered as prime motivation foroffenders
to commit crime.. He further states that
crime rate among young blue-colors are
higher than among young white color.

Boom of crime ecological studies may
be dated back to Chicago schools. Prominent
figures like Burgess and McKenzie.
Burgess (1925, pp 47-52) and McKenzie
(1925, pp 63-79) believed in dynamic
structures of communities as a prime
factor regarding crime issues. According
to them city growth and its subsequent
population redistribution leads to changes
in the structure and composition of its local
communities. Similarly Shaw (1930, 1931,
and 1938) & McKay (1967) argued that
dynamic shifts in the population of cities
and the evolution of cities community
configuration both have great impact upon
crime and delinquency rate.

Burgess (1925) believed in the nature of
local institutions and control systems, and
social disorganization resulted from urban
growth as determinant factors regarding
crime occurrences. Shaw & McKay (1942)
argued that diminished capacity of local
institutions and organizations to control



residents’ behavior have impact upon crime
rates.

According to some scholars, the
dynamic processes associated with the
aging and development of communities
may dictate negative images regarding the
quality of life which in turn, lead to selective
changes in population characteristics that
support high crime and delinquency rates
(A. Schuler, 1965, Taub, et. al, 1981, Wilson
& Kelling 1982, Reiss 1983).

Regarding organizational structure,
Smith (1986) believed that disproportionate
concentration of female-headed households
with dependent children might have
incremental impact upon communities’
crime rates. He argued that these households
are basically under poverty line and
therefore, force to reside in low-cost, poor
quality neighborhoods which traditionally
possess high crime rates.

Rainwater (1970) believed that
the weakened parental control of these
households paved the way for young male
children to come to contact with similarly
situated youths. Kasarda (1992) argued
that severely distressed households in these
localities who exhibit low income, less than
high school education, poor work history,
and public assistance and single parenthood
are more susceptible to high crime rate.

As such crime rates were highest in
transition zone adjacent to central business
district and lowest in upper-income areas far
from city’s center. In effect, high crime rate
communities are predominantly located at
the core of cities whereas; low crime rate
neighborhoods are attributed to peripheral
localities.

“...Criminal Geography of Tehran”

Reischauer (1987) reported that central
part of cities housed over half of low quality
households. Most of census tracts here are
heterogeneous along economic and social
dimensions. He believed that differential
changes in the site and racial ethnic mix
of central cities could heavily influence
changes in the number and percentage of
severely distressed households (Ibid).

Most of the scholars including Shaw
and McKay were basically concerned
with career delinquents and criminals;
therefore, what was neglected by Shaw
and McKay, recognition that communities
like individual possess crime careers, was
brought into attention by others (Korbon &
Schuerman, 1981, Bursik & Webb 1982).

Gillis (1974) believed in the impact
of population density on the rate of
criminal incidents. That is crowded part of
urban areas is more susceptible to crime
occurrence as opposed to sparse districts.
Reiss (1986) believed that in addition to
general population density, considerable
concentration of both victims and offenders
in a neighborhood is closely associated with
crime incidents. Butcher (1991) believed
that gangs predominantly convict crimes
in zone of high population density already
known in this regard, and lack of social
controls.

Wood (1961) is the first who along with
Jean Jacob (1961) believed in relationship
between physical characteristics of places
and type and magnitude of crime. Sherman
& others (1995) proposed hotspots approach
regarding crime issues. According to them
some localities such as terminals and fringe
parts are more susceptible to criminal acts
and delinquency. Both Jean Jacob and
Angel put forward some recommendations
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with regard to controlling crime rates in
hotspots. Installation of electronic street
eyes and imposition of guard controls were
suggested respectively (Jacob, 1961, Angel,
1968).

Research Method

Based on Tehran’s high crime rates on one
hand and the individual crime careers as
well as ecological and social grounds on
the other hand, this article aimed to test the
following hypotheses.

*  Geographic urban crime distribution is
the function of locational specifications
and properties.

¢ Taking into consideration the socio-
economic characteristics and the
cultural setting of Tehran’s migrants
it is hypnotized that they are more
susceptible to commit crime than the
non-migrants.

Research method is basically consisted of
regression correlation analysis. Sample
for this study was extracted out of all
the prisoners in Evin, Ghasr, Rajaee jails
and social-rehabilitation centers. These
prisoners have committed virtually all
range of offenses including, smuggling,
fraud, issuance of bad cheque, forging
documents, embezzlement, usury, bribery,
assault &battery, murder, robbery, sexual
abuse, and acts against national security
and espionage during last five years. It may
be argued that these types of crime are more
prevalent ones within the country. Due to
inaccessibility and accuracy issue, data on
prisoners rather than other types of criminal
Jjustice system data were gathered.

Based on the nature of the required
data, random stratified sampling method
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was applied and a sample of 1002 convicts
was extracted. Further analysis was done
through the application of SPSS 10.1 and
Arc View 3.1.

Findings

This study indicates that smuggling and
financial charges comparing to other
offenses are the most popular ones (Fig 1).
Assault battery & murder, and sexual abuse
each with corresponding figures of 5 and 3
percent stand on the other extreme (table 9).

The most frequent age’s bracket as far
as the general crime rate is concerned is
25-35 (Fig. 2). This study indicates that
about 60 percent of young and teenagers
convict all type of offenses. Nearly elderly
over 60 years old commits 3 percent.
Further analysis of relationship between
types of offense and age brackets suggest
that with the exception of financial charges
and smuggling, all of the other crimes were
committed by 20-25 age groups. (Fig. 2a
and 2b)

It may be argued that young population
in general are more active, sensitive and
possess superiority feeling, the type of
personality that may provoke delinquency.

Regarding literacy issue (educational
attainment), about 14% of our sample is
illiterate or could barely write and read.
Nearly 75% of our sample has higher
education including diploma. Over 10%
of the offenders had college or university
degrees. The literacy rate among different
categories of offenses somehow shows
drastic discrepancies. Nearly 30% of
smugglers were composed of illiterate’s
case or ones who could barely read and
writes. This is followed by next groups of
offenders, robbers and thieves (15%) and
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Fig 1. Convicted crimes in Major Crime Brackets

financial charges (12%). Assault & Battery
and sex crimes each possess less than 10%
of their relevant samples (Fig. 3).

From occupational stand point, about
one fifth of our samples are unemployed.
The major type of occupation among
convicted criminals is basically composed
of semi-skilled technical labors, low quality
salesman, truck drivers, and government
employees (Fig.4). Truck drivers committed
nearly 20 percent of convicted smuggling
charges. Truck drivers especially the ones
who travel to southern provinces committed
around 15 percent of convicted sexual
charges. Nearly 40 percent of offenders
who were involved in all types of financial
charges are engaged in trade and business
activities.

With respect to financial status, most
of the offenders in each crime category
belong to low-income group (less than

500,000 Iranian Rial” per month). Criminal
cases pertaining to assault battery and
murder, robbery, smuggling comparing to
bad checks, forging documents and sexual
offense generally demonstrate even lower
income (*1 US $ : 9280 Iranian Rials).

Place of residency and impact of
migration

According to this study, Tehran’s
permanent residence is susceptible to more
crimes. Smuggling and to a lesser degree
assault battery & murder compare to other
charges are the most prevailed ones among
temporary residents.

These  are  encountered  with
unemployment, housing problems and
adaptation to new urban environment, the
type of problems, which paved the ways
for committing crimes. They announce
trip to Tehran as their main motivation for
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Table 1: Type of offense and its relevant statistics
TypeA of offense Frequency Number of” Percentage of
of crime Convicts Convicts
Smuggling 4460 357 36
Robbery 1679 135 13
Assault battery & Murder 670 54 5
Sexual Abuse 337 28 3
Embezzlement Fraud, bribery etc. 5346 428 43
12493 1002 100
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Fig 2b: Distribution of individual types of crime

committing crime. Their socio-economic
characteristics dictate very low standards.

The majority of our sample originally
come from East Azerbaijan, Isfahan,
Hamadan, Systan &  Balochestan,
Mazandaran, Lurestan, Khozestan, and
Kermanshah. Some of them are associated
with Afghanistan, Pakistan and Iraq.

There exist some spatial variations
regarding migration issue. That is, those
who came from the vicinity of Tehran
(Karadj, Shahryar, Islam shahr, Varamin
and Damavand) are inclined to be involved
in the issuance of bad checks and forging
documents. Those who are associated with
Eastern half of the country more specifically
Zahedan, Kerman, Zabol (adjacent to

Pakistan & Afghanistan), are basically
associated to smuggling activities. Other
types of charges are not basically applied
to this group. Easy access to these drugs,
financial problems, and the dependency of
local people upon these materials for their
likelihood, are among other reasons in
which provoke them to convict this type of
offense. Contrary to eastern Migrants, those
charges that are specifically assoctated with
Lurestan and Charmahal provinces were
the ones who were predominantly involved
in murder cases.

Those samples that were associated
with North Western provinces namely West
& East Azerbaijan, Ardebil and Zanjan are
basically involved in forging documents,
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Table 2: Residency Status and Criminal Act
Types of Criminal Act
Smuggling  Robbery Financial Assault & Sexual Total
Charges Battery Offence
Length of Residency
< 1 Year 165 (42) 32(21) 63 (17) 26 (41) 5(18) 290 (29)
1toS5SYears 59 (15) 3221 67 (18) 7(11) 12 (45) 176 (17)
S Years > 168 (43) 86 (58) 241 (65) 30 (48) 9(37) 537 (54)
392 (100) 150 (100) 371 (100) 63 (100) 26 (100) 1002 (100)
Nature of Residency
Temporary 223 (57) 127 (85) 304 (82) 41 (65) 22 (85) 718 (72)
Permanent 169 (43) 23 (15) 67 (18) 22 (35) 4 (15) 284 (28)
392 (100) 150 (100) 371 (100) 63 (100) 26 (100) 1002 (100)
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embezzlements and bribery. Those who
were originally come from Northern
provinces were susceptible to commit
virtually all sorts of crimes.

The length of Residency in Tehran

Around 35 percent of smuggling charges
and between 10-15 percent of all the other
charges prove less than six months residency
25 percent of the ones who committed
murder prove one year of residency in
Tehran. The corresponding figures for other
criminal are negligible. In fact, the length of
residency of more than half of our sample is
less than five years (Table 2).

Time of Crime Occurrence

Over 60 percent of our sample committed
daytime crimes. The time of occurring

offense had some thing to do with the type
of crime. Half of the cases that pertained
to sexual abuse and murders were occurred
during night. Nearly 40 percent of robbery
cases occurred during night, while forging
documents, issuance of bad checks and
smuggling are essentially day-time
phenomena (Table 1).

Distribution of Crime’s Occurrence spot

Crime’s distribution over 22 Tehran’s
municipal districts has been shown in
figure 5. The distribution of crime spots
indicates that most crime occurred in central
city as opposed to peripheral regions.
Southern section of the Country receives
considerable attention in this regard as
well. Most of the offenses predominantly
occurred  within  municipal  districts
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Fig 5: Distribution of Hotspots of Crime Events

number 12, and part of 16. These districts
predominantly overlaps with central part of
Tehran. This area is being considered as a
major hot spot.Tehran’s hot spots as far as
the crime rates are concerned are as follows
(Fig. 5):

City Squares

Major squares and relevant convergent
streets are appropriate sites for crime
occurrence. These particular localities are
crowded and overwhelmed with different
venders, andunemployed migrants. They act
like a semi-terminals for transferring inter
and intera—urban passengers. Afsareeye,
Rahahan, Shosh, Gomrok, Ghazvin and
Imam Squares are being considered as
some major hot spots.

Major Intersections

Great numbers of crimes have been
occurred in major Tehran’s intersections.
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Concentrations of economic activities
as well as great volume of both traffic
and pedestrians provide a very suitable
environment for commitment of crimes.
Thereexistsome spatial variations regarding
both frequency and type of crime. According
to our sample, most of smuggling activities
take place in Khak sefeed, Jashenvareh,

Sabalan, Nasserkhosroo, Ghasroodasht
and Salsabeelmajor intersection.
Satarkhan, Meerdaumad, Karymkhan,

Gorgan Avenues, were suitable grounds
for occurrences of financial offenses. All
sort of crimes virtually occurred in some
other major avenues including Amirkabir,
Khavaran and Hevdahe shahryvar.

Recreation and Entertainment Centers

Some parks, open spaces, entertainment
centers and even well known fancy malls
are recognized as an appropriate location
for commitment of certain type of crimes.
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Table 3: Type of Criminal Acts and Place and Time of Occurrence

Types of Criminal Act
Smuggling  Robbery Financial Assault & Sexual Total
Charges Battery Offence
Place of Occurrence
Crowded 330 (84.2) 55 (36.7) 332 (89.5) 50(79.4) 18.8 (69.2) 785 (78.3)
Solitude ness 62 (15.8) 95 (63.3) 39 (10.5) 13 (20.6) 8 (30.8) 271 (21.7)
392 (100) 150 (100) 371(100) 63 (100) 26 (100) 1002 (100)
Place of Occurrence
Darkness 35(8.9) 66 (44) 29 (7.8) 18 (28.6) 3(11.5) 151 (15)
Lightness 375 (91.1) 84 (56) 342 (92.2) 45(71.4) 23(88.5) 851 (85)
392 (100) 150 (100) 371 (100) 63 (100) 26 (100) 1002 (100)
Time of Occurrence
Night 125 (32) 57 (38) 44 (12) 29 (46) 13 (50) 268 (26)
Day 267 (64) 93 (62) 327 (88) 34 (54) 13 (50) 734 (73)
392 (100) 150 (100) 371 (100) 63 (100) 26 (100) 1002 (100)

Values in brackets indicate percentage.

According to our sample, Daneshjoo,
Laleh, Shariaty Parks, Darband, Farahzad
open spaces, Golestan mall and shahre-e-
Bazi entertainment centers are the most
preferable public places for committing
virtually all sorts of crimes.

The types of offenses are essentially
smuggling, sexual charges, robbery and
occasionally murders.

Terminals

Generally speaking, terminals are being
considered as a very prime site for crime
occurrence. According to our sample,
Khazaneh terminal, Tehran Grand Train
Station, West Terminal and Mehrabad
airport offered a good opportunity for
commitment of different offense namely
smuggling, and robbery.

Residential District’ target houses

Some personal houses are considered as a
suitable spots for crime occurrence. These
target houses are basically distributed all
over Tehran. Khak Sefeed and Poonak
neighborhoods ranked first in this regard.
Nezamabad, Afsareeyeh, Javadeeyeh,
Naziabad and Khaneeabad-Nou possess this
kind of houses. The type of offenses, which
are committed here, include smuggling,
murder and sexual abuses. Financial charges
are virtually non-existence.

Concentration of economic activities
and more specifically high day-time
population density and great volume of
pedestrians paved the way for conviction
of crimes here. According to this study,
16 percent of total crimes committed by
our sample took place in this region. This
percentage comparing to total area of Tehran
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is noticeable. Number of crimes per square
kilometer is 7 whereas; Corresponding
figure for Tehran in general is 1.

Physical Specification of crime site

Darkness and solitude ness are two main
factors that could essentially affect the
crime’s  occurrence. Darkness could
greatly reduce social control. This in turn,
will enhance the occurrence of some of
delinquency and criminal acts. Table 3
shows the relationship between darkness
and type of offenses.

According to this table, most of the
crimes occurred in lightness. There exists
a positive tendency for some crimes to
be committed in dark areas. For instance,
robbery and to a lesser degree murder
charges require darkness. According to our
sample, around 44 percent of robbery took
place in dark environment. This is followed
by murder and other relevant charges (28.6
percent). Basically smuggling activities
are not as such susceptible to darkness.
Darkness virtually has nothing to do with
financial charges.

Comparing to darkness, Solitude
positions possess more relative importance.
Robbery more than its dependence upon
darkness, requires very solitude position.
According to our sample, more than 63.3
robbery cases are occurred in solitude spots.
Financial charges prove least dependency
regarding solitudeness.

Conclusion

This study suggests that smuggling
comparing to other offenses is the most
popular one. That is followed by financial
charges. The most frequent age bracket is
25-30 years old.
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Literacy rate among different crime
categories show drastic differences.
Smuggling and robbery in comparison with
sexual crime and financial charges is well
pertained to illiterate potion of the sample.

From occupational standpoint, most
criminals are composed of semi-skilled
labors and drivers. Financial charges are
basically associated with salesmen.

Most offenders are among low-
income groe p. Murder, robbery, smuggling
comparing to financial charges even are
associated with lower income group.

Most of the offenders are immigrant.
Permanent residents commit financial
charges and robberies.

In terms of length of residency up to
35percent of our sample prove length of
residency less than six month in Tehran. This
is well supported by smuggling crime.

There exist positive relationships
between type of offenses and darkness
(robbery and murder). Darkness doesn’t
have anything to do with financial
changes.

Comparing to darkness, solitude
position has more relative importance
namely with regard to robbery.

Distribution of crime’s occurrence
spot is such that one could easily identify
hotspots in Tehran. That is most crime
occurred in central city as opposed to
peripheral regions. Highly subjected
neighborhoods are number 12, part of 16
and 6. Terminals, city squares and crowded
intersections are susceptible to crime.
These are associated with high population
density zones. One may argue that denser
population enhances social frictions and
disorders. Functional variation and high



concentration of economic activities
within central part of Tehran enhance high
sound pollution, great bulk of high-rise
buildings, unpleasant urban morphology
and inconsistency among different urban
functions all of which would intensify
crime level.
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