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It is very difficult to believe that Prof. Mohd.
Shafi, the doyen of Indian Geography, is
no more. I have been closely associated
with him since 1967, first as his student
at postgraduate level, then as his research
scholar and later as his colleague. He was
not my teacher only, but ‘guru’ in real
sense, father and pillar of strength at every
occasion. The vacuum, which has been
created by his demise, will never be filled.

Prof. Mohd. Shafi, popularly known
as ‘Shafi Saheb’ among his close friends-
associates and students, was born in a humble
family on Ist August, 1924 in Jaunpur.
He did his High School (Government
High School) in 1941 and Intermediate
(Kshattriya Inter college) in 1943 from
Jaunpur, B.A. (Allahabad University) in
1945, M.A. (Aligarh Muslim University)
in 1947, and Ph.D. (London School of
Economics) in 1956.

After his post graduation in 1947, he
joined the Department of Geography, Aligarh
Muslim University, as Survey Assistant,
became a Lecturer in 1948, Reader in 1959,
Professor and Head of the department
in 1962. He remained the Head till his
retirement in 1984 after which the University
appointed him as Professor Emeritus. Under
his stewardship, the department got a place
on the International Map.

His meticulous style of work, self-
discipline, punctuality, hard work,
management of time and people around
him, paved the way for his success. He used
to say that he imbibed all these qualities
from his teachers at different stages. He
used to enter the class at the stroke of the
bell. His lectures were so engrossing that
‘one period’ appeared to be too short and
always left an appetite for knowing more.
He had the interest of students at heart. He
religiously adhered to the 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.
schedule. After his retirement he refused to
fade away and followed the same schedule.
He remained creatively active, fully involved
and full of vigour. I adored him from heart
but always felt jealous of him that I cannot
put same amount of work as he did.

Geography was his first love. And his
geographical philosophy was the same
which he learnt at London School of
Economics Shafi Saheb’s personality had
the permanent influence of his research
supervisor, Professor Dudley Stamp a
leading light in Geography. He was a
“Stampian” all his life. His study of ‘Land
Utilization in Eastern Uttar Pradesh’ was
a trendsetter for future researches in the
field of agricultural geography at Aligarh.
He tackled this problem from various
angles and Aligarh School of Land use



Studies under Shafi Saheb thus epitomised
modermity in tradition and this earned the
department world wide acclaim. He had
successfully supervised 34 Ph.D. theses. He
had written 13 books on various aspects and
published 139 research papers in national
and international journals. His work has
been widely cited in books and journals both
abroad and in India.

He had presided over meetings of
International Geographical Congress as
in London (1964), Kingston, USA and
Mexico (1966), Liege (1967), Prague
(1967), Budapest (1971), Montreal (1972),
Moscow (1976), Riyadh (1982), Tokyo
(1986), Damascus (1981), Rio-de-Janeiro
(1982), Paris (1984), Barcelona (1986),
Auckland (1987), Sydney (1988), Istanbul
(1989) Budapest (1989) Beijing (1990),
Washington (1992), Hague (1996) and Seoul
(2000).

Many honours were conferred on him
both at national and international level. At the
international level, he was awarded several
medals by various prestigious institutions
as by the University of Liege (1967); by
the Ministry of Higher Education Syria
(1981); he delivered the Diamond Jubilee
convocation address in the University of
Makerare (1982); University of Anger (1984);
he became Chairman of the International
Commission on ‘Comparative Research
in Food Systems of the World’ (1980-84);
Vice President of IGU (1984-88, 1988-92);
honorary member of Royal Geographical
society (1987); ‘Diploma of Merit’ was
conferred by the World Cultural Council,
Mexico (1989); Russian National Academy
of Sciences Conferred ‘Academician’
(2002); IGU conferred ‘Laureate d’ Honour’
in Glasgow (2004),
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At the national level he had been the
President of the National Committee for the
IGU (1976-1985), President of Nagi (1984);
Bhoo Vigyan Vikas Foundation conferred
‘Bhoogol Ratna’ (2001); UGC conferred
‘Saraswati Saman’ (2002); and Poorvanchal
University conferred ‘Poorvanchal Ratna’
(2003). Government of India in recognition
of his services to the society conferred
him the title of ‘Padma Shri’ (2001). At
the University level he had held almost all
posts like Head, Dean, Provost, Director
Academic Programme, Pro-Vice Chancellor,
Vice Chancellor and Pro Chancellor.

Affectionate, gentle, caring, down
to earth, principled that is how I would
describe him. His scholarship was profound
and dedication to academics was complete.
Commitment to his students, colleagues and
to his work was unparallel. My last meeting
with him was at his home on Tuesday
21st Nov.2007. I found him engrossed
in his work. He was writing a book on
‘Kazakhistan’. Same week on Saturday he
was admitted to the Medical College. For two
weeks he remained there in an unconscious
state and on Monday 9th Dec. at 3.00 a.m.
he left for his heavenly abode. He died in
harness and was a true “Karamvir”. He is
survived by his two sons, three daughters,
grandchildren, students, colleagues and
triends who fondly remember him. May the
family members have the strength to bear the
loss. I feel privileged to have been a student
of Shafi Saheb and his teachings will be my
permanent possessions. I on my part shall
endeavour with all my might to keep the
flame lit by him aloft.
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