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NOTES AND NEWS
ALL—-INDIA SYMPOSIUM ON ECOLOGY OF URBAN AREAS

An ’All-India Symposium on Ecology of Urban Areas’ with a focus on the forces which
contribute to ecological halance, the physical, social, economic and spatial organization of the
urban environment, was held between September 25-28, 1984. It was sponsored by the U. G. C
and the Department of Geography, Manasagangotri, University of Mysore, Mysore. Fifty-three
participants attended and as many as 40 scientific papers on ecology of urban areas were presen-
ted and discussed in nine technical sessions.

The Symposium started with a welcome address by Dr. K-Ranganath, Organizing Secre-
tary of the Symposium, and this was followed by an introduction by the Director, Prof. P. D.
Mahadev. The Symposium was inaugurated by the Chief Guest, Shri V. S. Krishna Iyer, Minister
of Urban Development, Government of Karnataka. He focussed on the ecology of urban areas
and the need to maintain proper environment and also appreciated the University of Mysore,
particularly the Post-graduate Department of Geography, for having organized the All-India
Symposium. Later, a key-note address was given by Shri Jayakumar Angol, I. A. S. (Retd.). This
key-note address stressed the uses and role of universities in creating public awareness and main-
tenance of healthy ecological environment in urban centres. He specially emphasized the preven-
tion of urban congestion leading to air, water and noise pollution of Indian cities. Prof. K. S.
Hegde, Vice-Chancellor, University of Mysore, in his presidential speech stressed the importance
of urban ecology in view of the concentration of industries and suggested measures to check
pollution by adapting proper technology.

The three-day Seminar was divided into eleven sessions focussing on major themes, (1)
Environmental pollution in urban India, (Ii) Urban physical aspects, (iii) Physical-cultural aspects
(iv) Urban waste management, (v) Industry and environment, (vi) Ecology of tourism, (vii) Plann-
ing education and planning systems, (viii) Urban miscellany, (ix) Concepts, methods and policies,
(x) Legal aspects and (xi) Urban ecological problems. Each of the session consisted of three
papers and discussions thereon.

The main recommendations of the Symposium were the following:

1. For promotion of research and development at the State level, it is necessary that a
Centre for Urban Ecology is established.

2. At the national level, an All India Institute of Environmental Research be set up to take
care of programme efficiencies and policies for urban environment building besides pro-
viding technical and financial support for environmental impact studies.

3. In curricula development for different levels of education (schools, colleges and universi-
ties), Ecology be made a compulsory course of study with emphasis on Regional Eco-
logy (covering rural and urban environments) and Spacial sociology; Training of plann-
ing and managerial personnel in ecology impact studies; and Information,Education and
Communijcation towards building public awareness and sustaining citizen support.

4, The Agency be patterned on the structure of the wellknown Environmental Protection
Agency of the United States on two levels — national and regional.

—  The national agency is such that it has an autonomous status both for decision
functions and financial sanctions to control and abate pollution vested in it, and
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that it has a wing of the R & D constantly involved in study, evaluation, counsel
and implementation of problems and programmes.

—  The regional agency is such that it replicates the structure and organization of the
national agency and functions as an Environmental Protection Cell with chapters
at each urban local Government level complemented by technical and scientific
personnel.

S. Since water pollution is a class by itself and water borne diseases affect the health of the
urban people, water pollution control be given special priority and biotechnologies,
both available and potential, be given due recognition in use for abating water pollution.

6. A stringent legislation with punitive action for offenders and a rate structure for a con-
tributory restoration fund be devised. The enforcement, once such a legislation is
duly passed, should never be biased in terms of sections of population or political
lobby in its function.

7. An interdisciplinary team effort on the part of those primarily concerned with urban
problems towards defining and demarcating urban STRESS areas, not only of environ-
mental problems, but also of social infrastructural facilities, be attempted at individual
city or town level so as to spearhead a movement for relieving stress on a warfooting.
Ecostress mapping be attempted to help recognise stress areas for planning, management
and building environment for development.

The last item on the agenda was devoted to the valedictory address by Prof. R. L. Singh,
Ex-Vice-Chancellor of the Meerut University. In his address, he narrated the evolution of urban
development in India and increasing ecological imbalance and environmental problems. Shri
Pandey, Director of the Administrative Training Institute, Mysore, presided over the valedictory
function. In his presidential remarks, he stressed the need to implement measures for maintain-
ing ecological balance.

This Symposium was attended by eminent scholars including two from Japan and United
States, in the fields of Geography, Meteorology, Hydrology, Urban Planning, Forestry, Botany
and Law.

Krishne Gowda and K. Ranganath
Department of Post-graduate Studies &
Research in Geography
Manasagangotri, Mysore

*
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JUST RELEASED
CENTRAL PLACES IN WESTERN INDIA
by
Jaymala Diddee
Pub. by University of Poona, pp. 276, Rs. 120/-
ABOUT THE BOOK

From the earliest times, central places have occupied a pre-eminent position in the
system of settlements. They have provided focal points for the provision of services and other
social facilities for people living in isolated and dispersed areas. Being centres of collection and
distribution, central places assume even greater significance today as convenient nodes for
propogating development and for providing vital linkages in the communication and delivery
systems.

The present analysis offers enough scope for utilization of resultant ideas on central
places to demonstrate the relevance of the central place model — for area development planning
at the grassroots level in predominantly agricultural settings. The spatial dimension which was
largely neglected by workers from other disciplines has been accorded the recognition in merits.
By focusing attention on the spatial organization, functional character and service area linkages,
it becomes amply clear that not all (levels) central places are capable of promoting growth of the
countryside. A definite lead has been provided towards identifying certain nodes as growth
centres of the area,

The major trends discernible throughout the book are based on empirical observations :
these ought to be useful while making cross cultural comparisons of this system of central places
with the features occuring in more complex Western economies : thus highlighting the variations
that occur in the process of development and growth ef settlements in regions of varying societal
characteristics..........

CONTENTS

- Central Place Theory — A Review

- Study Area

- Evolution of Central Places

- Occupational Structure and Functional Organization
- Centrality and Hierarchy of Central Places

- Service Areas

- Growth Characteristics of Central Places

- Central Places and Regional Planning

ORDER FORM : for ‘Central Places in Western India’ by Jaymala Diddee

1 ORDER ————— copies of the book.

NAME.
ADDRESS

PLEASE SEND THIS TO : DR. (MRS.) JAYMALA DIDDEE, DEPT. OF GEOGRAPHY,
UNIVERSITY OF POONA, PUNE ~ 411 007.
PRICE Rs. 120/- PLUS MAILING COST Rs. 10/-.
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