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The study on 'Soil Productivity and

Crop Potentials' by Dr. Pratibha Mishra is an
exhaustive analysis based on detailed field
work. It is certainly a welcome addition as

a reference source to researchers doing work
on agricultural geography.

The main analysis of this study is

based on the yield as an indicator of agri-
cultural output, rather than estimating out-
put on the basis of area occupied by a crop
which has been a common practice of analy-
sis. The author has shown the yield as a

dependent variable and it has a high correla-
tion with thirteen other independent vari-
ables, e.g. input of fertilizer, irrigation
quality of underground water, variety of
seeds, soil type, problems of erosion and so

on. In fact, this method of analysis should
be encouraged in India where the yield per

unit of area needs to be improved and so the
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factors that are affecting the yield should be

understood. This methodology can be

applied to other areas of study.

The work is based on a detailed field
study in Alwar and laboratory analysis of
soils of 94 sample areas followed by a statis-
tical analysis. The overall analysis is well
organised. Perhaps the author could have

added one more factor of maximisation of
income along with yield. It would have

been interesting to study whether farmers
try to maximise the yield or try to culti-
vate crops that fetch them higher prices.
Farmers may not be optim2ing any of them
- yield or income, and it is an interesting
area to know why they fail to do so, that is,
the socio-cultural aspects of the problem
may also be important in deciding the crop
pattern.
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