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SOOIAt WELL.BEING IN fuIADElYA PRADES:{

R. S. DUBIi, Sagat

ABSI'I1AC f : Nfadhya Pladesh exiiibits sharp regional inequalitirs ii:
the levels of $ouiai 'lvell-being. These inequalities liave bee rr nteasttred

i* the prcsent study by making use of the avrrage Z-sci:res of so;t,e trvenri'".

eight carefulry selecred variables for the forty'tl:re e clistricts cf the state.

l,hs 3i€rage score'variers frc,nr 0'66 inSidhi district in the eastern Baghel-

khand to 0.BB in rhe lVestern &ialwa. Tr;e areas ol higi: wcll-bains are

associated with the plains while those of the luw well-beinq iie iri the

areas wSere hilty and fore.rted ertvtrcnrr:ent predominates. Alnong tlie
non.physical factors, the size and guality of population com€s CIut a$ the

strongest stimulalt to the well-being in this state. The tiypothesis

advanced by the previous rvorkers that social rvell-being in a developius

society exhitiits close relation with urbanisation and inCustrialisar;ion is ncit

conclusively proved in Madhya Pradesh. 'I'he greater correlation of urbani-

sation with well-being in the <listricts classed under lii6h categorY, holvct,er,

suggests rhat urtranisation in Madhya Pradesh is a result of tire gro\rth

of modernisation rather than cause of it'

Introduction
Even though the primary concern of the

geographer-ihe anthropo-centric scientist-

ir iO.oiification of the social inequality,

geographical study of the social well-being

f,u.-r.*uined grossely ignored. The social

geographers could not realise it untill recently

inulrotiul inequality is crucial not only to

the study of human geography of the earth

regions, but aiso to the improvement of

so;ial conditions within a society as a whole'

In fact the earlier interest of geographers

was centred more on the study of product'

ion of goods and services, and distribution

of resources for the welfare of mankind

rather than on the conditions in which the

people live. It is not surprising, therefore,

inuf tt. Indian area$ too remained uninv-

estigated in respect of th.eir social geo.qraphy"

The following study of the social rvell-being
in the Central Indian state of Madhya
Pradesh is an attempt at highiighting the
growing regional inequalities in the well-
being ol people in a developing society
and at providiog a framework for regional
studies on the social well-being. It also
brings out a different set of geographical
determinants of the social inequailty which
are unknown hitherto in the literature of
social geography.
Choice of the Indicators

There are two approaches to study of the
social well-being: (i) the fractional
approach in which only a single compo.
nent of the rvell-being is examined to
provide $nswer$ to sorne such speclfic
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questions as the planners and administra"
tors may ask in :espeut of sotne speeific
socio-ecoilorr-ric issues, e. g. hcusin;;,
health er. iu.iri ( ii ) the littegrateel
approactr iil whir'h a gen*riii rri*w of tii*
situatiorr is mcai,urej with th"-, h*lp r.'fl a

nurnber of scciil'-cconomic variahles tc
provide ii iEols cc'tntrrt'ehtfl5iv;' \,ie,.l' for

the rlleasurtti:ent of prl;g:"r"cs anoJ regii:ltai
rvell-beit,g { Ccatss, ct. ai. !'i7'i ). Sinre
the purpose of' tJ:i foiiowir:g g:riri:r is to
bring out ail ,.rvr:rall ge neritl stilte c;f"the
well-being of pe opb, tiir; ert:gtloyn:ent

of latter approa*L ior i.h!s lr;ipe r irirs

b*en prcfi;:rred.

The terur social well-be il:g iu a generci
concept invaivir;g the ntutu:iily overlappiog
ideas of levii of living, qualiry of- iife,
social satisfa.ctiori, social welf:ire and
standard of living ( Coatts, ct. al. 1977,).

trn fact the idea .:rf evaiuation of tiie
well--being invoives the measurolnent of
degree of social satisliistion acquircd by a

community in rispect ot' the ner:ds and
requirements tor its survival. Since the

. satisfaction and di=snti,if*ctlon at'3 iinpos-
sible to observe directiy, iiidirect indicators
that may servo iis quantltitive sub.:titutes or
representative of the rvell'-being v"iil have

to be identified iu.r this stucy" In other
words we \,vill have to adupt an integratr:d

approach basr'u on tire rrlire $e tll"ative

variables ot the socia.l saticlactiua acgi:ired
by the people. Sirce tho.: nature of tire neecls

of a society varies rl'ith the environmental
and cultural conditions of the society, tirey

wiil have to be viewed in relaticn io tlie
social norffis and values f'or which the

society aspircs. The ideniification of the

social indicators oi' the well--being in the
Indian context is therefore oot hkely to
conform with the set of variables suitable

for the western societies. In faot it is

important to avoid rhe socalled 'ctlltural
imperialism' of ihe wertern intelicetual
thought because tlie variables which may

have relevance in the western s*cieties rnay

not be assumed to hold gooti in the

socicties of a different enviromental and
cultural conditir:n as is the case of Indian
areas. \\'c will have to avoid the . world
rrlatioilal t snatdarel in rnaking a choice of
iudicators of tne social well*being in
Macliiytr l'radcsh. li,e rvill have to employ
a 'regi+nal relational ' standard for this
purpnse ( Ccatcs, et al. 1977 ).

If we may accept the view that spatial
anri soc"ial ineqiralities in a region are
resuit of the sor,io*ecouomic growth ancl
technologicai clianges ( N,Iyrdal, lg57 ),
the <legrce of so*ial we!l- being may
be gar.rged lhrougir & set of caref"ully
chosen socio-rconomic variables. With this
idea !n vieli, a srt of twentyeight variables
( Tablc I ) have b*en selected for obtain-
ing e.-;pression degrre of social satisfaction
in Madhya Fradesh in regard to ( i ) income
wealth arid employment, ( ii ) the living
environment, ( iii ) health, ( iv; educatiorr
( v ) social security, and ( vi ) social
bclongirrg ( Smitir, 7't731. The role of
recieation and lersure-- the last variable in
the Surith's scale ( 1973 )""appears dubious
in the Indian condition and has, there-
fore, been excluded from this study. The
dimcnsions proposed by Miller, et, al. (1967),
United Nation:; Research Institute for
Social Deveiopruent ( 1966, 1970 ) and
those by lswis ( 1968 ) have been found
le ss suitabie f or the region under this
study.

Table I : Ihe Indicators of Social Well-
Being in Madhya Pradesh

I. Incorne, rvealth aud employment:
non-agriculturai employn:ent rate,
de pendency rate, use of fertilisers,
landlessness, unemployment rate, per

capita agricultural land, cropping
intensity, areal and labour agricultural
productivity.

II. The Living Environment:
Rural electriflcation, connectivity,
urbanisation, houselessness, oo. of
rainy days, persons per occupied
house.



ItI. Health : Population-doctor ratio and
S. N, U.

IV. Education : General literacy, literacy
of scheduled castes and scheduled
tribes, school spacing, school expendi.
ture, children-teacher ratio.

V. Social Security : Populatir-'rr - Police
Ratio.

VI. Social Belcinging: Political awareness,
Population per commercial bank.

Method of Approach
Of the four approa*hrs to the deternii-

nation of social well-br'in g, viz. nornnative,
comparative, expressed need, anC relative
deprivatior methods (Bradsh:irv, 1974), the
comparative method has been prirflerred

for the present study. I'he method involves
tbe comparision of actual provisions of the
well-being in one area with those in the othe-
rs Since the principal objr-ctive of the study
of inequality in geography is the identifica-
tion of degree of departures from the equal-
ity ( Drewnowski, 19741, the social well-be-
ing in different districts of the state has heen
measured against the yardsrick of eqr.rality
or equity. The quantitatite expression of
the equality of the variables may be visual-
ised in the value of average acquired by the
series of areas which state of Madhya Pra-
aesh comprise. With this objective in view
the level of rvell-being in forty-three dist-
ricts of the state has been evaluated in terms
of the deviations fronn the average for the
whole state. This has been achieved by find-
ing out the z-scores for all the indi';idual
variables. Tlie sum of these scores for zt

district wrs averaged to give the fileail score

termed hereafter as the Inequaiity Index.
The districts were, then, arranged in the
descending order in respect of this Index.
The district with highest value of the lndex
has tbe highest leve I of well,be ing, while
that with the smallest Indrx has th-e lowest
level.
Social Well-Being in Madhya Pr-,desh

The Western standards would place

Madhya Pradesh at an extremely poor state

of social well-heing. As would bo evident
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from the data app.'nde d in Tsble II.
Table : II State r-,f Social Vr'til"Be ing in

Madh3'3 1);adesli anc! i:rdia

Components of illadhy,.r India
wcll-being Pradesh

1. Per caoira Rs. 779 00 Rs. 1049. 00
incornr

2. For:clgrain 1690 1524
availability calories calories

3. Population per 6.! 8,5
oceupird house

4. Doctor-popula" fi')24 3969
tie;n ratio

5. Birth rate 40.1 . 29.14
6. t}*ath rate 16.4 13.00
7. Littracy 27.86 36.t7
8. Inciderce of 2.34o,ro N. A.

crimes
9. Popuiation-- 888 N. A.

po!ice ratio
10. Deulccratic 48.93 N. A.

participation
rate ( pe rcintage of votes
pciled ai [980 Lok S;rbha
polls, )

I l. Population -Bus ratio 6029 1590

The position of the state is worse even
against the yardstick of the average
rational standarel. The per capita income
and the le ve I of educaticna.l attaiument, for
examplc, are lower, and the doctor popula-
ticn ratio, the vital rates and the population
bus/truck retio arc higher ttian the average
Indian lcve l" The housing problem is
ririsrcably bad. Tire acute insecurity to
iife and propert-v is evident from the facts
that cvery onr.1 in forty-thrce persons is

liabh: to suffer fiorn some criruinai cffences
while a poiice persorntl has to take care of
the security of some 888 persons in the
state.

Notwithstauding the f;:ct that e\,ren the
bal'e rninimum social satisfaction is difficult
to acquire in the state, strong regional
inequalities pcrsi-st in different parts of the
$tatei This is cvident from the fact tbat
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value of the Inequality Index varies from
0.60 in Sidhi district in the east to 0.s8 in
Indore district in the west. A casual
observation of the pattern emerging on
Fig. I would reveal that level of well-being
is considerably inferior over a greater part
of the state, The areas rvhere value of the
Index is negatively posed comprise about 60
per cent of the districts of the state and
about one-fifth of the districts are classed
under the low category a.gainst some oo0.
seventh district classed under the high
categcry. The distribution of the districts in
respect of the social inequality is therefore,
positively skewed.

The areas of the higher level of social
well-being are generally associated with the
valleys and plains, e. g. the Lasker Plain in
the north, western areas of Malwa Plateau,
Narmada valley and some areas of the
upper Vaingerga valley and Chhattisgarh
Basln in the south. The areas of lower well

-beiog lie in the areas of hilly and forested
environrnent, e. g. the Vindhyanchal-Baghel-
khand region, the eastern Malwa Plateau,
the Bundelkhand Upiand and the Dandaka-
ranya Plateau.

The relation of social rvell-being with
arithmetic density, literacy level, connect-
vity and urbanisation has been examined
iu greater eletails" The choice of these

variables is based on various considerations.
Tlie arithmetic density provides expression
of not ouly the degree of human concentra-
tion but also that of a variety of physical
and socio-economic conditions. The literacy
affords an effective parameter of the quality
of population and the level of socio-econo-
mic development achieved by the people

of a region (Dube, l98ll. The connectivity
and urbanisation are also some of the best

measures of the soc!o-economic development
of people. An examination of the relation
of well.being with these variables would
therefore. exemplify its relation with a wide
affay of geographical attributes.

The social well.being in the districts of
the state gives a strong correlation with
arithmetic density ( r : 0.692) and literacy
level ( f = 0. 786 ). trts relation with urbani-
sation is relatively feeble (r - 0.479 while
it is insignificant with the connectivity
( r: 0. ll2). The degreeof correlation with
the urbanisation (r : 0.627) and connectivity
(r :0.397; is, however, greater in the dist-
tricts of high social well"being. There ls
no significant relation with the arithmetic
dersity (r : 0.042) and urbanisation
(r:- 0:190), and the degree of correlation
is feeble with the literacy (r : 0. 429 ) and
connectivity ( r : 0.347 ) in these areas.
It appears that the nature of terrain is
perhaps the greatest determinant of well-
being in the areas of inferior well-being,
while density, literacy, connectivity and
urbanisation all combine to stimulate
social satisfaction in the areas where le. vel
of well-being is high.

It follows therefore that physical charac.
ter of land is the strongest determinant of
the social well-being in Madhya Pradesh
and the hypothesis advanced by prcvious
workers (Leinbach , 1972, Horton, etal.
1970, Riddle, 1970, and Lewis, 1968) that
social well-being in a developing society
exhibits close reation with urbanisation
and industrialisation is not conclusively
proved in this state. In fact. amons
the non-physical factors, the 'size 

and
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quality of population come out as the
stroDgest stimmulants to the well-being
of people. The closer relation of con-
nectivity and urbanisation in the areas of
high well-being would, in fact, suggest that
they are the resulr of the well-being of
people rather than the cause of it.
Conclusions

It rnay be concluded that social well_
being of people in Madhya pradesh as
measured against the yardstick ofl state
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average exhibits strong relation to physio_
graphy, density of population and titeracy.
The earlier hypothesis of its closer correla-
tion with urbanisation and industrialisation
is not conclusivey proved here. The popula-
tion is indeed the strongest non.physical
stimulant to the well.being and any effort
to improve the living standard of people
would, perhaps, require further stimula-
tion of demographic qualities of people.
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