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S$O0C'AL WELL-BEING IN MADHYA PRADESH

R. S. DUBE, Sagar

ABSTRACT: Madhya Pradesh exhibits sharp regional inequalities in
the levels of social well-being. These inequalities Liave been measured
in the present study by making use of the average Z-scores of somne twenty-
eight carefuliy sslected variables for the forty-ihree districts of the state.
The average score variers frem 0066 in Sidhi district in the eastern Baghel-
khznd to 0.88 in the Western Malwa. Tke areas of high wdlwbeing' are
associated with the plains while those of the low well-being lie in the
areas where hilly and forested envircnment predominates. Among the
non-physical factors, the size and quality of population comes out as the
strongest stimulant to the well-being in this state. The hypothesis
advanced by the previous workers that social well-being ina developing
society exhibits close relation with urbanisation and industrialisation is not
conclusively proved in Madhya Pradesh. ‘Lhe greater correlation of urbani-
sation with well-being in the districts classed under high category, however,
suggests that urbanisation in Madhya Pradesh is a result of the growth

of modernisation rather than cause of it,

Introduction

Even though the primary concern of the
geographer-the anthropo-centric scientist-
is identification of the social inequality,
geographical study of the social well-being
has remained grossely ignored. The social
geographers could not realise it untill recently
that social inequality is crucial not only to
the study of human geography of the earth
regions, but also to the jmprovement of
social conditions within a society as a whole.
In fact the earlier interest of geographers
was centred more on the study of product-
ion of goods and services, and distribution
of resources for the welfare of mankind
rather than on the conditions in which the
people live. It is not surprising, therefore,
that the Indian areas too remained uninv-

estigated in respect of their social geography.
The following study of the social well-being
in the Central Indian state of Madhya
Pradesh is an attempt at highlighting the
growing regional inequalities in the well-
being of people in a developing society
and at providing a framework for regional
studies on the social well-being, It also
brings out a different sct of geographical
determinants of the social inequailty which
are unknown hitherto in the literature of
social geography.
Choice of the Indicators

There are two approaches to study of the
social ~ well-being : (i) the fractional
approach in which only a single compo-
nent of the well-being is examined to
provide answers to some such specific
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questions as the planners and administra-
tors may ask in respect of some specific
socio-economic issues, ¢ g, housing,
health ete, snd (i) the integrated
approach in whirh a general view of the
situation is measured with the help of a
number of sccio-economic variahles to
provide & mote comprehonsive view for
the meusurement of progress and regional
well-being (Coates, ct. «l. 1977 ), Since
the purpose of the following paper is 10
bring out an overall general state of the
well-being of people, the employment
of latter approack for this paper hag
een preferred.

The term social well-being is a generci
concept invoiving the mutuaily overlapping
ideas of levcl of living, quality of life,
social satiisfaction, social  welfare and
standard of living ( Coates, ct. al, 1977,).
In fact the idea of evalvation of ike
well--being invelves the measurement of
degree of social satisfaction acquired by a
community in respect of the needs and
requirements for its survival. Since the
. satisfaction and dissatisfaction are 1mpos-
sible to observe directly, indirect indicators
that may serve as quantatiiive subsiitutes or
representative of the well--being wiil have
to be identified for this study. In other
words we will have to adopt an integrated
approach based on the represcuiative
variables of the social satisfactivn acquired
by the people. Since the nature of the needs
of a society varies with the environmental
and cultural conditions of the society, they
will have to be viewed in relation to the
social norms and values for which the
society aspires. The ideniification of the
social indicators of the well--being in the
Indian context is therefore not likely to
conform with the set of variables suitable
for the western socictics, In fact i1 is
important to avoid the socalled ¢ cultural
imperialism * of ihe western iniclicetual
thought because the variables which may
have relevance in the western sccieties may
not be assumed to hold good in the

socictics of a different enviromental and
cultural condition as is the case of Indian
areas. We will have to avoid the ©world
relational » snatdard in making a choice of
indicztors of the social well-being in
Madhya Pradesh. we will have to employ
a ‘regional relational’ standard for this
purpose { Coates, et al, 1977 ).

If we may accept the view that spatial
and social inequalities in a region are
result of the socio-cconomic growth and
technological changes ( Myrdal, 1957),
the degree of social  well-being  may
be gauged through a set of carefully
chosen socio-cconomic variables. With this
idea in view a sct of twentyeight variables
(Table 1) have been selecied for obtain-
ing cxzpression degrae of social satisfaction
in Madhya Pradesh in regard to (i) income
wealth and employment, (ii) the living
environment, (iii) health, (iv) education
(v) social security, and (vi) social
belonging (Smith, 1¥73). The role of
recieation and lessure-- the last variable in
the Smith's scale (1973 )--appears dubious
in the Indian condition and has, there-
fore, been cxcluded from this study. The
dimensions proposed by Miller, et, al. (1967),
Uugited Nations Research Institute for
Social Development (1966, 1970) and
those by Lewis (1968 ) have been found
less suitable for the region under this
study.

Table I: The Indicators of Social Well-
Being in Madhya Pradesh
I. Income, wealth and employment:
pon-agricultural  employment rate,
dependency rate, use of fertilisers,
landlessness, uncmployment rate, per
capita agricultural  land, cropping
intensity, areal and labour agricultural

productivity.

1. The Living Environment :
Rural  electrification, connectivity,
urbanisation, houselessness, o0o. of
rainy days, persons per occupied
house.
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IIT. Health : Population-doctor ratio and
S.N.U.

IV. Education : General literacy, literacy
of scheduled castes and scheduled
tribes, school spacing, school expendi-
ture, children-teacher ratio.

V. Social Security : Population - Police
Ratio.

VI. Social Belonging: Political awareness,
Population per commercial bank.

Method of Approach

Of the four approaches to the determi-
nation of socia! well-being, viz. normative,
comparative, expressed need, and relative
deprivation methods (Bradshaw, 1974, the
comparative method has been preferred
for the present study. The method involves
the comparision of actual provisions of the
well-being in one area with those in the othe-
rs. Since the principal objective of the study
of inequality in geography is the identifica-
tion of degree of departures from the equal-
ity ( Drewnowski, 1974 ), the social well-be-
ing in different districts of the state has heen
measured against the yardsiick of equality
or equity. The quantitati¥e expression of
the equality of the variables may be visual-
ised in the value of average acquired by the
series of areas which state of Madhya Pra-
acsh comprise. With this objective in view
the level of well-being in forty-three dist-
ricts of the state has been evaluated in terms
of the deviations from the average for the
whole state. This has been achieved by find-
ing out the z-scores for all the individual

variables. The sum of these scores for a

district was averaged to give the mean score

termed hereafter as the Inequality Index.

The districts were, then, arranged in the

descending order in respect of this Index,

The district with highest value of the Index

has the highest level of well-being, while

that with the smallest Index has the lowest

level.
Social Well-Being in Madhya Pr.:desh

The Western standards would place
Madhya Pradesh at an extremely poor state
of social well-heing. As would be evident

from the data app.ndcd in Table 11,
Table : I State of Socisl Wil Being in
Madhyz Pradesh and India
Madhya India
Pradesh
Rs. 77900 Rs. 1049, €O

Components of
well-being
1. Per capita

income
2. Foodgrain 1690 1524
availability calories calories
3, Population per 6.1 8.5
occupied house
4. Doctor-popula- 10924 3969
tion ratio
5. Birth rate 40.1 . 29.14
6. Dcath rate 16.4 13.00
7. Literacy 27.86 36.17
8. Incidence of 2,349, N. A.
crimes
9. Population— 888 N. A,
police ratio
10. Demecratic 48.93 N. A.
participation

rate ( percentage of votes
poiled at 1980 Lok Sabha
polls. )
11. Population -Bus ratio 6029 1590

The position of the state is worse even.
against the yardstick of the average
national standard, The per capita income
and the level of educational attainment, for
example, are lower, and the doctor popula-
tion ratio, the vital rates and the population
bus/truck ratio are higher than the average
Indian level. The housing problem is
misreably bad. The acute insecurity to
iife and property is evident from the facts
that cvery one in forty-three persons is
liabl: to suffer from some criminal cffences
while a police persouncl has to take care of
the security of some 888 persons in the
state.

Notwithstanding the fact that even the
bare misimum social satisfaction is difficult
to acquire in the state, strong regional
inequalities persist in different parts of the
state: This is evident from the fact that
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value of the Imequality Index varies from
0.60 in Sidhi district in the east to 0.58 in
Indore district in the west. A casual
observation of the pattern emerging on
Fig. 1 would reveal that level of well-being
is considerably inferior over a greater part
of the state. The areas where value of the
Index is negatively posed comprise about 60
per cent of the districts of the state and
about one-fifth of the districts are classed
under the low category against some one-
scventh district classed under the high
category. The distribution of the districts in
respect of the social inequality is therefore,
positively skewed.

The areas of the higher level of social
well-being are generally associated with the
valleys and plains, e. g. the Lasker Plain in
the north, western areas of Malwa Plateau,
Narmada valley and some areas of the
upper Vainganga valley and Chhattisgarh
Basin in the south. The areas of lower well
-beiog lie in the areas of hilly and forested
environment, e. g. the Vindhyanchal-Baghel-
khand region, the eastern Malwa Plateau,
the Bundelkhand Upland and the Dandaka-

ranya Plateau,
The relation of social well-being with

arithmetic density, literacy level, connect-
vity and urbanisation has been examined
in greater details. The choice of these

variables is based on various considerations.
The arithmetic density provides expression
of not only the degree of human concentra-
tion but also that of a variety of physical
and socio-economic conditions. The literacy
affords an effective parameter of the quality
of population and the level of socio-econo-
mic development achieved by the people
of a region {Dube, 1981), The connectivity
and urbanisation are also some of the best
measures of the socio-economic development
of people. An examination of the relation
of well-being with these variables would
therefore. exemplify its relation with a wide
array of geographical attributes.

The social well-being in the districts of
the state gives a strong correlation with
arithmetic density ( r = 0.692) and literacy
level (r = 0. 786). Its relation with urbani-
sation is relatively feeble (r = 0.476) while
it is insignificant with the connectivity
(r = 0. 112), The degree of correlation with
the urbanisation (r = 0.627) and connectivity
(r = 0.397) is, however, greater in the dist-
tricts of high social well-being. There fis
no significant relation with the arithmetic
density (r = 0.042) and urbanisation
(r= 0.190), and the degree of correlation
is feeble with the literacy (r = 0. 429 ) and
connectivity ( r = 0.347 ) in these areas.
It appears that ths nature of terrain is
perhaps the greatest determinant of well-
being in the areas of inferior well-being,
while density, literacy, connectivity and
urbanisation all combine to stimulate
social satisfaction in the areas where le. vel
of well-being is high.

It follows therefore that physical charac-
ter of land is the strongest determinant of
the social well-being in Madhya Pradesh
and the hypothesis advanced by previous
workers (Leinbach, 1972 Horton, etal.
1970, Riddle, 1970, and Lewis, 1968) that
social well-being in a developing society
exhibits close reation with urbanisation
and industrialisation is not conclusively.

proved in this state. In fact, among
the non-physical factors, the size and
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quality of population come out as the
strongest stimmulants to the well-being
of people. The closer relation of con-
nectivity and urbanisation in the areas of
high well-being would, in fact, suggest that
they are the result of the well-being of
people rather than the cause. of it.
Conclusions

Itmay be concluded that social well-
being of people in Madhya Pradesh as
measured against the yardstick of state

average exhibits strong relation to physio-
graphy, density of population and literacy.
The earlier hypothesis of its closer correla-
tion with urbanisation and industrialisation
is not conclusivey proved here. The popula-
tion is indeed the strongest non-physical
stimulant to the well-being and any effort
to improve the living standard of people
would, perhaps, require further stimula.
tion of demographic qualities of people.
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