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culturable waste, forest rcsources, biomass
resource base, social forestry, commercial
energy framing, forage resource and what
have you. This is another sectioo where one
is encountered with the problem of sorting
out grain from the chaff, the earlier one
being the' infrastructure.'

The study comes out finally with an action
plan giving out regionwise (not villagewise)
development plan in which the agricultura
ecooomy is related to 4 , F 's, fruits fodcerl
fue.l and food.The suggestions that follow are
not unfamiliar but make an impact when
translatcd on a spatial plane- The proposed
landuse and inliastructure for both back-
ward as well as potential region - whatever
the latter term may imply- are very specific
and can prove very promising in the imple-
mentation of the plan. The recommend-
ations are multifacetted and leap beyond the
immediate objective of an agricultural plan,
including in their fold, household industries,
water.supply, market organization, besides
agriculture, for each of the three regions.

The rcport, undoubtedly a micro level

There are only a few detailed Geomor-
phological studies pertaining to diflerent
areas in India. Mukhopadhyay's book is a
commerdable effort in tbis direction and
this work is a remarkable contribution to
the field of fluvial Geomorphology. The
main objective of thc study is to critically
examine the fluvial environment of the part
of Chota Nagpur, Orissa and West Bengal.
The author's extensive field work in the
area is reflected in his interpretations, de-
ductions and conclusions. He has heavily
relied on the statistical techniques which
are appropriate and have yielded gr:od

rerults, though occarionally the inferences
appeef far fetched espccially where they are
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study leans heavily on physical determinants-.
The picture of Maval that emerges out is
rather slatic, without there being any hint
of its socioeconomic evolution or a historical
continuity. The underlying processes of
change or stagnation, and the role of
contemporary urban and industrial forces, to
which the region is so submissively subject-
ed, figure rather inadequately. The recom-
mendations lack a pointed focus and
appear diffused.

The obsrrvaticns of this revierver not-
withstandirg, the stuhy provides a mine of
inlormation collected from primary sources,
and a vivid picture of the agricultural
landscape of Mawal based on a laborious
analysis of data, all too well compressed
and accommodatcd in the report which is
sure to be of immense value irr the planning
of the area.

One hopes that thc study soon sees the
light of the day and is available to wider
interests.

K. R. D.

not tagged with the field observations. This
is well illustrated in a technique where an
exponential curve is fitted to a river profile.
The deviations in the acrual and computed
thalrvegs of River Subarnarekha are well
supported by field evidences

It is also to be noted that the work is
more or less representative of the drainage
basin development over a single homoge.
neous lithology, since Subarnarekha with all
its tributarics drains an area of unifornr
lithology underlained by archaeans.

The Chapter on general Geology which
is of fundamrntal importance in such stud-
ies is well brought out. The discussion of
Geolithology srrcture ard tertiary uplifts



in the area is very lucid and informative.
The poli:morphic character of the basin is
established. although rather loosely, by a

case study of tributary Sanjai.
Attcntion needs to be drawn to the

sketches, diagrams, maps and photographs
in the book. Atmost all of the illustrations
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have a good clarity and are unambiguous.
The photographs, especially those revealing
the river bank deposits, alluvial, gravel and
dissected terraces have greatly helped in
improving the quality of the book.

S.N.K

BOOK REVIEWS


