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have suffered due to large scale reduction.
All in all, the authors have made an apt
choice in the matter of selection of the study
area, for nowhere would they have found a
more ideal laboratory to demonstrate that
neither out migration, nor a money order
economy can be a panacea for all ills. This
can also serve asa pointer to the protago-
nists of the growth centre approach, that
when a great hiatus exists between a
growth node and its region, growth impul-

ses nmever get spread out, as is implied, on
the contrary, the node itself saps the growth
potential, which in turn leads to a further
depletion of the area’s resources. Thus,
ihstead of infusing vitality, a kind of a rigor
mortis sets in the region’s economy, which
further perpetuates the vicious circle of

poverty.

J.N.D,
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One of the major contributions of a work
of this nature, apart from its being the first
of its kind for India, lies in establishing that
even in Indian cities, there is a considerable
element of intracity residential mobility.
From the study it emerges that the incidence
of intracity residential mobility is as high as
43.4% for Ludhiana, and the direction
of movement (unlike what is normally
expected ) is from the inner congested old
core, towards the periphery. This is more in
keeping with the western models of intra-
urban movement.

The salient features of this movement in
Ludhiana were analysed by Ms. Auluck
with the help of a conceptual model,
wherein, the pressures of rising urbanization
and industralization were postulated as
active forces leading to intracity mobility.
In addition to the above, three major hypo-
theses structured round the changing
household composition, socio-economic
status and quality of the neighbourhood
were used to investigate the pattern of intra-
city residential mobility. All these variables,
as the findings suggest, have a high degree
of association with intracity mobility.

In the introduatory part, the author
briefly reviews similar works, explains the
research methodology and design, and

elaborates on the three major hypotheses
to be tested. The anlysis is based on a ten
per cent sample from among a total of
65,000 households, drawn from the various
enumeration blocks, belonging to different
zones of the city. To obtain a sample which
would be representative of the different
socio-economic classes, a socio.economic
grading matrix was prepared with the help
of three variables, income, educational level
and occupation. Grouping and regrouping of
variables led to a four fold socio-economic
classification, viz. lower class, working class,
middle class and the upper class,
Of the three variables, high correspon-
dence (81%) was found between literacy
and income levels, while the occupational
prestige could only explain 60% per cent of
the association.

The major findings from the study show
that the incidence of maximum intracity
mobility exists for the inner zone (old core),
accounting for 51 % of the total mobility,
followed by 37 % for the middle zone, and
only 11.5 for % the outer zone, This is in
accordance with the findings of the Burgess
model of city growth. Pattern of intracity
mobility shows that the majority of the
movements are intrazomal, within short
distances, Reverse movements, i. e, from
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the outer zone to the core area are virtually
non existent,

A direct relationship was also found to
exist between distance from the city and
socio-economic status. House ownership
emerged as an important motivating factor
in bringing about mobility, renters on the
contrary showed least propensity for a
change in residence. Among the inmigrants,
a distinct preference for the newly develop-
ed neighbourhoods in the outer zones was
visible. This is at variance with the situation
observed in the western cities, where the
immigrant at first settles in the city centre,
before making a second move towards the
outer suburbs,

The causes outlined for intracity mobility
in the hypotheses formulated at the outset
were found valid for Ludhiana, By and.
large, it is the small rather than extended
households with younger heads of household,
who displayed greater mobility. The
association between mobility and change in
socio-economic status or activity works
rather indirectly. The majority of the
moves ( 659, ), were associated with the
desire to be as close as possible to one’s

place of work,

Finally, among the important consequen
ces of intracity residential mobility, men-
tion must be made of a current trend in
population relocation, wherein the ecological
structure of the city, which was earlier
fashioned on caste lines, is fast giving way
to a pattern, based essentially on socio-
economic status. Besides strong kinship
affiliation, the emerging residential pattern
showed distinct preferred and non-preferred
localities within the different socio-economic
status groups,

Several interesting inferences about
intracity residential mobility surfaced from
the study of Ludhiana, which represents
an old settled, rapidly expanding industrial
eity. This preliminary study.it is hoped would
set the pace for other researchers in the
field to undertake comparative studies not
only for other Indian cities with diffcrent
functional types, but also make a cross
cultural comparison with wettern cities,
which would highlight the contrasting
patterns of intracity residential mobility.

J. N. D.



