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BOOK REVIEWS
Impact of a Metropolitan City on the Surrounding Region.
C. D. Deshpande, B. Arunachalam and L. S. Bhat.
Published by Concept Publishers, New Delhi, ( 1980 ), pp. 142, Price Rs. 38/.

Professor Deshpande needs no introduct.
ion to Geographers within the country.
All the three authors, it is well known are
backed by considerable experience and
intimate knowledge of the study area.
They have displayed rare insight laying
bare the whole gamut of complex processes,
responsible for the low level of development
in the area. South Colaba must surely
appear to the casual observer as an enigmar
for in spite of its location within the large,
economic crbit of Bombay, it displays all
symptoms of abject poverty. It seems as
though all the clements, historical, politi
cal, socio-economic and physical, have
conspired with one another to thwart any
attempt at bringing the region out of its
present morass of chronic under-develop-
ment. Paradoxical though it may appear,
it is its relative accessibility to Bombay,
which has kept it outside the main stream
of development, literally in an economic
vacuum, relegating it to a peripheral region,
vis a vis the core area, centred round
Bombay. Contrary to popular belief, Kolaba
Region shows far greater symptoms of the
negative aspects of Bombay’s’ magnetic
attraction.

The main objectives of the present
analysis, centre round the study of two
specific aspects of rural-urban interaction
in South Kolaba. Attention is focused here
on the rsignificance of the demographic
characteristics and changes in the settlement
hierarchy, in causing the resultant
stagnation, evident in the study area. The
basic questions the authors addressed them.
selves to were : How far the economic
stagnation of South Kolaba could be
ascribed to :
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1. The inherent poverty of the resource

base of the region.

2. The process of Urban dominance of

Bombay City.

The important inferences from the study
show that Bombay City does wicld consie
derable influence, to the extent of substantis
ally altering and adversely affecting the
demographic structure and settlement
hierarchy of the region. In the final stock-
taking, it is observed that the metropolitan
city, especially in the third world, operates
to the disadvantage of its rural hinterland,
by drawing out its man-power, and by
bringing it within its economic fold, not by
forging strong links with it, but through
superficial ties, established with the help of
an efficient regional transport system. Even
the remittances amount to little more than
a pittance, these are absorbed in maintaining
the family left behind at the subsistence
level leaving no surpluses which could be
ploughed back and circulated for economic
development,

The authors, though largely relying on
set theories and approaches (mainly the
potions derived from the Central Places
Theory ), for determining the distortions in
the hierchial organisations as well as the
functional aberration in the system of
settiements, have keenly analysed the pro-
blems facing the region. What remains
wanting, or rather little explored, is in the
area of a concrete framework, with res
commendations for bringing about rational
development of the region.

Attention needs also to be drawn ( for

greater care in the next edition), to the lack
of clarity to details and poor reproduction
of the maps in the book, which seem to
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have suffered due to large scale reduction.
All in all, the authors have made an apt
choice in the matter of selection of the study
area, for nowhere would they have found a
more ideal laboratory to demonstrate that
neither out migration, nor a money order
economy can be a panacea for all ills. This
can also serve asa pointer to the protago-
nists of the growth centre approach, that
when a great hiatus exists between a
growth node and its region, growth impul-

ses nmever get spread out, as is implied, on
the contrary, the node itself saps the growth
potential, which in turn leads to a further
depletion of the area’s resources. Thus,
ihstead of infusing vitality, a kind of a rigor
mortis sets in the region’s economy, which
further perpetuates the vicious circle of

poverty.

J.N.D,

Intracity Residential Mobility in an Industrial City. ( A case study of Ludhiana )
Ms Sunita V. Asluck
Concept Publishers, Dethi ( 1980 ) pp. 148 Price Rs, 50/-

One of the major contributions of a work
of this nature, apart from its being the first
of its kind for India, lies in establishing that
even in Indian cities, there is a considerable
element of intracity residential mobility.
From the study it emerges that the incidence
of intracity residential mobility is as high as
43.4% for Ludhiana, and the direction
of movement (unlike what is normally
expected ) is from the inner congested old
core, towards the periphery. This is more in
keeping with the western models of intra-
urban movement.

The salient features of this movement in
Ludhiana were analysed by Ms. Auluck
with the help of a conceptual model,
wherein, the pressures of rising urbanization
and industralization were postulated as
active forces leading to intracity mobility.
In addition to the above, three major hypo-
theses structured round the changing
household composition, socio-economic
status and quality of the neighbourhood
were used to investigate the pattern of intra-
city residential mobility. All these variables,
as the findings suggest, have a high degree
of association with intracity mobility.

In the introduatory part, the author
briefly reviews similar works, explains the
research methodology and design, and

elaborates on the three major hypotheses
to be tested. The anlysis is based on a ten
per cent sample from among a total of
65,000 households, drawn from the various
enumeration blocks, belonging to different
zones of the city. To obtain a sample which
would be representative of the different
socio-economic classes, a socio.economic
grading matrix was prepared with the help
of three variables, income, educational level
and occupation. Grouping and regrouping of
variables led to a four fold socio-economic
classification, viz. lower class, working class,
middle class and the upper class,
Of the three variables, high correspon-
dence (81%) was found between literacy
and income levels, while the occupational
prestige could only explain 60% per cent of
the association.

The major findings from the study show
that the incidence of maximum intracity
mobility exists for the inner zone (old core),
accounting for 51 % of the total mobility,
followed by 37 % for the middle zone, and
only 11.5 for % the outer zone, This is in
accordance with the findings of the Burgess
model of city growth. Pattern of intracity
mobility shows that the majority of the
movements are intrazomal, within short
distances, Reverse movements, i. e, from



