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The Founiiation day of the Insiitute of
Indiat Geographer; was celebrated on the
ninth of February l9Bl in a funrticc in rhe
Depaitrrent of Grography in thr: University
of Pocna. Th* Vice-Chancellor, Prof. l'". G.
Takawale, presicied over the furrction. T'he
foundation day lecture n:ith th.,: title ,Histo-

rical and cuitural Geography wilh sprcial
refererce {o Mahara$htra and Gujarat ' was

delivered by H. D. Sankrijia. Profcisor
Sankalia elaborated in a lively st1'le and
rvell documentecl by a ounnber of txce'iient
slides, liie relationship betwc*n Ge ographical
and archaeological studies and shorved how
Geography has tielped him perso;raliy in
his wide research activities, He shorved how
he was able to fitid with the beip of piace

names and their distribution prehistoric
administrative set-ups, He further explained
how rhe knowledge of river deposits, fluvial
terraces and rhe reiiei'in general helpecl

him in the discovery of a numbcr of
archaeologlcal sites iu and around Poona

and6in Kashmir. He aiso ciabcrated how
he hopes to find the site of th* Lanka of
the Ramayan with place names anci the

distribution of sal forest, besides other
archeological iudications, which he thinks
may have tleen located iu Orissa.

Dr. S. C. Gupte, Frofeesor of'Gccgraphy,
proposed a vote of thanks.

Oue Day Seminar on 8th Feb. 1981

The Institute of Indian Geographers

organized, thls year toc, on the eighth of
February l98i a one day seminar ir wfuich

young Geographers had the oppcrturiiy to
present their research findings to I broader
auditorium antl invite disclission rind

i\i(J,{ESjAND NEWS
Tho Second FounCation Day Lecture by prof. H. D. Sankalia

suggestions iiom thc same" The sessions
were cliriired by Shri K. p, Kshirsagar and
and Dr. P. T. Maishe.
IvI. A. IL Sirioiqui - political Geography of
the Indiar Coasr w!th Special Reference to
fJe{ence

The papr,' first evolved l(ohenr s

colcept of' shatterbelts as zones of likely
poliiical atj miiitary dislurbances. present
shalterbelrs aie Southeart Asia and the
Middle Easi ils a result ofl their strategic-
geographic pirsitlon, Str ait of Malacca,
Sucz can.ll and their general position in
relaiiorr {o ilijTetnt po'rer blocs. [n an
atlempr to avcrid direct corfrontation across
the Pa-cifir' aird the Atlantic Oceans, the
bloc powers concentrarc stratrgically on the
Inoiiin Oceiin which is reiatively away from
them ard niakrs potential confrontations
Irss dangi,roris for thena directiy, as in the
case of Vie tnarn" tsut a military e scalation
in the Indian Ocean means a potential
danger for rhc flations bordering this ocean
and, partictrlarly. the Indian sub-continent.
ls India, tl.lcrsfore, irkely to become a
shatterbelt in fu!.urc ? Faclors like india's
internal stab'ility and external efforts to
establish mutual defence inierests in coun.
tries arourri tlle Indian Ocean seem to keep
sueh a daugcr under control.

P. R. Kamarkar - Culturable Wastes in
Mavatr Taluka

Culturab'le rvastes cover 3 per cent of the
area in Maval taluka. "fhey are linked to
sloping terrairts, poorer soils and areas of
increased soil erosion. But cuiturable wastes
constitute ar*as which could be brought
undcr cultivation, antl though they are
actually rrot ciri(ivated a thorough socio-
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economic investigaticn iis lrteded, as {1

number of scrcio-e':onoruii: irr*blems seenr

to be involved.
J. N. Didilee * Satellite tr/iilagcs aud

Scheiluled Castes.
The paper focusred nn st:h*rltileii r;a-"'tc

aggiomerations in rural settlt:'ci:ni: in h{ah-

aiarhtra. The coastal settletnents of Konkart
proved, in a<iaptian til ihc r':lie !'. l'er tre

loosely clustered hamlets' Schei,ried castrs

rvere in many villages absent anri viihges

with scheduled caste members, mostly ch;t-

mars, tlid not shorv a srgregatioB pattirn'
On the cL)ntrary, on the Maharasiitrian pla-

teau, the viilages shotv a hitrar,:hy nf scci'tl

groups, in which th': sch*dulcd caste nemb-

ers have been p';shed to the perilrhery ol the

village. The nncst dvnilrnic cbar-''g;s iu tlte

settlement pattern seciii [o occur in tlie
walled villages wh;re congesi*d itouoirrg

condition insiile riie ivail se'-'rn to hav': be-

come less advantage*us than housing i;uts-

ide the weil.

M. T. Avhad -.Techliques in Geomorpho'

logical MaPPirg
Geomorphological mapping is not a ilrw

technique altogether, but the techniques may

be less developped and their impot'tariee

often not realized, Ge'-'morphio maps are

not only useful to geomorpirciogy itself trut

also to landuse planning, hydrology, sail

conservation or irrigation. As a numb(t of
factors and processes bave to be represcrted

cartographically, it is often advisable to
prepare different maps, like maps represent'

ing landforms, materials, prosccsses or

vegetation indivuidualiy' If all these mapl
belong to the same area, they can be consul-

ted simultanec,usly and serve as a usetul

research tool.
S. Irl. Karlekar - Soure $ialient .Feattrres of

Konkan Laterites
An introductor.v nnap showed tht occur'-

rences of laterites iri Kcnkan in relation to
the relief in general. Spring at t.q'o levcls

were noted. T'hen different types of iaterlirs,

rheir thicknessu their weathering profili: artd

their deviation tiom the normel profile were
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the sr"tL'j,,:cts ,;f discussion.
I( l*. Kankure - l,'unctional ClassificatiErn
of Urban Settlernents it l\{srathrvada.

A: ulhan settl*menls il Vlarathrvada are

siili clcsei.; iink,:d to thei:: histrorical deve-
lopmriri, iI is .'-r1r::r-ourgful i.o classiiy th*m
ircr*!"{rirlg :t; rjillel"etit lur*ticns. The st*tly
was bl';:,d {rn th.: c(:iljjil;i a{ 19i1, Major
clrr:*, ;l;-l;:ged : ,.iiv,;r:iiieci to',iifrs, mining
torvi"rs. !;adilg anil conrme.q"r-'ial towns. The
quar"rlit.rii'.,; i:ilr:ia ctir:ir::fn :lnd tire meth-
r.i,J,, u.';cd ir: iiie ci.rr-iflcz-tir:i.) wrrs cxplainrd
in elcia:1.

V. S. Datye - Spatial Ilistributi*n and
Input-$utput Siruc6ure of ,Iowar in Peiona

Sisrrie t.
;ic; 4l rgp r.g[ rrf th* tctrl cr*pped ar*a

in Pi,,:na rii.;i;ict i.l un<jer jcivar, a drt;rilerl
:lriri;i irl' ril;: {i,..iiri,)ution ci'lilis ;rop is dr:rre
by divitling thr: iiritrict into 135 pliysical re g

rors" anaiysirrg i:liin: arid mappiug tbe data
*btained. trn t"Qc e:istrrrl margin of the
riistrict 70 prr rert of tfue tot:!l cr*ppe'l area
is uncie r jowar" tr:l thr wrste rn part of the
district the l0i;0 n:m isobyr:t is the limit to

.jowar eultivrition which is repiaced by
rice. In arers with less than 600 mm rainfall
jowar dominates, ihey ar* alsc charactcrizcd
by higli temp*ratures. Rainfali infiuences the
distrrbution ol'crops in the traasitioral zone,
b*re jowar and ba.jra compete. A study
ot' the input and orltput structure of the
jowar cr,:p sh.ows variations in irrigated and
unirrigateci areas. ln unirrigated areas there
are no differencrs in tbe labour input, but
in irrigated areas ltrtilizer and irrigationai
inputs sborv regional ditierences. The out-
put of jowar in irrigated areas is IU to 12

quintais per acre, in unirrigated areas a'oout
5 quintais per acre, thus leaving orly a small
profit margin to the poor farmer.
V. S. Kale-Slope C*rvature

Techniques in :he study of siope {urvature
are theore tical a;nd statistic:rl analysis. Ideal
pr*filcs niay i;e r:stablished by curvaturq
isdices. R.ates of change in the angular
distances alolrg a slope may show positive
or negative ch;rnges in thc eurvature.
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S. R. Jog - Point Pattern Analysis of
Settlements

ln point pattern analysis, the size of the
grid plrys a rnajor role as the distribution
of points chenges with changing grid size.
Tire Pcisson clistriirutioir iras been usr.d by
earlier schclars for such analysis and using
ti:e eoscept of entropy the ranclomness and
unitclliiry of' the settlemgnts hilve been
arr.lyse r.i. The poinr pattern <lf the
Mrhai';irhtrian t,)v/ns ( 1901 .- 197i ; was
ara"i,v"s:d and it is observed that the equation
given yields abriurd result. Tllis is mainly
in case if xhe distribution signiiicantly
diffcrs from the Foisson prol,iit:ilrty distri-
buricrn. Tne equarion Hp : 1,952 + 1,461
log a a 0"398 (log a)2 is based on Poisson
disrributio:r. A nuarber of trials have to be

mad': with grid size so as to use th; given
equatillil. However a number of such
diflci'int equations bat*d on other discrete
distrii:utiorr can be de i'eloped and used for
particuirr di;tr ibutioris.
Geeta Kewairamani- Urbanisation antl the
changing pattern of land use in Bombay

-Poona axial region
One of the major impacts of urbanisation

has been the rapid expansion of the area
under non- agricultural land uses. With each

deeade not only has there been an accelera-
tion in the rate of conversion but the
growth has also become more widespread.
Ihe pattctn of land use chenge has

evolved lrom a ranciom sne of iow inten-
sity t,: a uninodal one concentrated around
Bornbay, and is today essentially bi-polar
with traces of loe alised chr.ng*s in the
iutrrmediate reglon, Residences and
iudustries together account for over 94 per
cenr of the changes during 196l-71.
Contrary to expsctatiors the change in
land use does irot show a strong correlation
witii populatiou increase or the index of
urbanisation questioning thereby the
ratioirale of using figures of population
growth as indicators of alterations in land
use for iand use zoning as is thc practice

for most of the development projects under-

taken by the planning authorities in our
country.
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