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NOTESAND NEWS
The Second Foundation Day Lecture by Prof. H. D. Sankalia

The Foundation day of the Insiitute of
Indian Geographers was celebrated on the
ninth of February 1981 in afunction in the
Depaitment of Geography in the University
of Poona. The Vice-Chancellor, Prof. . G,
Takawale, presided over the function. The
foundation day lecture with the title ‘Histo-
rical and cultural Geography with special
reference to Maharashtira and Gujarat’ was
delivered by H. D. Sankalia. Professor
Sankalia elaborated in a lively style and
well documented by a number of ¢xcelient
slides, the relationship between Geographical
and archaeological studies and showed how
Geography has helped him personally in
his wide research activities. He showed how
he was able to find with the heip of place
names and their distribution prehistoric
administrative set-ups. He further explained
how the knowledge of river deposits, fluvial
terraces and the rehef in general helped
him in the discovery of a number of
archaeological sites in and around Poona
and;in Kashmir. He also ¢laborated how
he hopes to find the site of the Lanka of
the Ramayan with place names and the
distribution of sal forest, besides other
archeological indications, which he thinks
may have been located in Orissa.

Dr. 8. C. Gupte, Professor of Geography,
proposed a vote of thanks.

One Day Seminar on 8th Feb. 1981

The Institute of Indian Geographers
organized, this year too, on the eighth of
February 1981 a one day seminar in which
young Geographers had the oppertunity to
present their research findings ro 4 broader
aunditorium  and  invite  discussion and

suggestions from the same. The sessions
were chuired by Shri K. P, Kshirsagar and
and Dr, P. T. Maishe.
M. A. H. Siddiqui - Political Geography of
the Indian Coast with Special Reference to
Defence

The paper  first  evolved Kohen’s
concept of shatterbelts as zones of likely
political and military disturbances. Present
shatterbelts sve  Southeast Asia  and the
Middle East as a result of their strategic-
geographic position, Stait of Malacca,
Suez canal and their general position in
relaiion 1o different power bloes. In an
attempt to avoid direct confrontation across
ihe Pacific and the Atlantic Oceans, the
bloc powers concentraie sirategically on the
Ingian Ocesn which is relatively away from
them and makes potential confrontations
less dangerous for them directly, as in the
case of Vicinam. But a military escalation
in the Indian  Ocean means a  potential
danger for the nations bordering this ocean
and, particularly, the Indian sub-continent,
Is India, therefore, likely to  become a
shatterbelt in future ? Factors like India’s
internal stability and external efforts to
establish mutual defence interests in coun-
tries around the Tudian Ocean seem to keep
such a danger under control.

P. R. Kamarkar - Culturable Wastes in
Maval Taluka

Culturable wastes cover 3 per cent of the
area in Maval taluka, They are linked to
sloping terrains, poorer soils and areas of
increased soil erosion, But culturable wastes
constitute arcas which could be brought
under cultivation, and though they are
actually not cultivated a thorough socio-
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economic investigation ‘is needed, as a
number of sccio-economis problemas seem
to be involved.

J. N. Diddee - Satellite Viilages and
Scheduled Castes.

The paper focussed on scheduled casic
agglomerations in rural settlements ia Mah-
arashtra. The coastal seitlemenis of Konkan
proved, in adaption 1o ithe relief, to be
loosely clustered hamlets. Scheduled castes
were in many villages absent and viilsges
with scheduled caste members, mostly cha-
mars, did not show a segregation patteri.
On the contrary, on the Maharastitrian pla-
teau, the villages show a hierarchy of social
groups, in which the scheduled caste memb-
ers have been pushed to the periphery of the
village. The most dynamic changes in the
scttlement pattern sgein to  occur in the
walled villages whore congested housing
condition inside the wall seem to have be-
come less advantageous than housing outs-
ide the well,

M. T. Avhad - Techniques im Geomorpho-
logical Mapping

Geomorphological mapping is not a new
technique altogether, but the techniques may
be less developped and their importance
often not realized. Gesmorphic maps are
not only useful to geomorpiiology itself but
also to landuse planning, bydrology, scil
conservation or irrigation, As a numbct of
factors and processes have to be represenied
cartographically, it is often advisableto
prepare different maps, like maps represent-
ing landforms, materials, proccesses or
vegetation indivuidually. If all these maps
belong to the same area, they can be consul-
ted simultavecusly and serve as a useful
research tool.

S. N. Karlekar - Some Salient Features of
Konkan Laterites

An introductory map showed the occir-
rences of laterites in Konkan in relation to
the relief in general. Spring at two levels
were noted. Then different types of laterites,
their thickness, their weathering profile and
their deviation from the normal profile were

the subjscts of discussion.
K. B. Kankure-- Functional Classification
of Urban Settlements in Marathwada.

As urban settlements in Marathwada are
still closely iinked to their historical deve-
lopment, it is mewningful 10 classify them

of 1971. Major
ified towas, micing
towas, trading and commercial towns. The
quantitative ¢ritzria choosen and the meth-
ods used in the clissifleation were explained
in deiall,
V. S. Datye- Spatial Distribution and
Input-Output Struciure of fowar in Poona
Bisiriet,

classes SwrEe

As 42 per cent of the tordl cropped area
in Poona distvict i3 vader jowar, a detailed
study ol the dustribution of ikis crop is done
by dividing the disirict into 135 physical reg
fons, analysing them and mapping the data
obtalned. In the eostern margin of the
district 70 per cent of the total cropped area
is under jowar. Ia the western part of the
district the 1000 mm isohyet is the limit to
jowar cultivation which is replaced by
rice. In areas with less than 600 mm rainfall
Jowar dominates, they are also characterized
by high temperatures. Rainfall infinences the
distribution of crops in the trassitional zone,
bere Jowar and bajra compete. A study
ot the input and ouiput structure of tl;e
jowar crop shows variations in irrigated and
unirrigated areas. ln unirrigated areas there
are no differences in the labour input, but
in irrigated areas fertilizer and irrigational
inputs show regional differences. The out-
put of jowar in irrigated areas is 10 to 12
quintals per acre, in unirrigated areas about
5 quintals per acre, thus leaving only a small
profit margin to the poor farmer,

V. 8. Kale-Slope Curvature

Techniques in the study of slope vurvature
are theore tical and statistical analysis. Ideal
profiles may be established by curvature
indices. Rates of change in the angular
distances along a slope may show positive
or negative changes in the curvature,



NOTES AND NEWS 219

S. R. Jog - Point Pattern Analysis of
Settlements

In point pattern analysis, the size of the
grid plays a major role as the distribution
of points changes with changing grid size.
The Poisson distribution has been used by
earlicr scholars for such analysis and using
the concept of entropy the randomness and
unitorisity of the settlements have been
anaiysed,  The point pattern of the
Maharashtrian  towns ( 1901 - 1971 ; was
analysad and it is observed that the equation
given yields absurd result. This is mainly
in case if the distribution significantly
differs from the Poisson probability distri-
bution. Tne equation Hp = 1.952 + 1.461
loga + 0.398 (log a)? is based on Poisson
distribution, A number of trials have to be
made with grid size so as to use the given
equation, However a number of such
different equations based on other discrete
distribution can be developed and used for
particular distributiouns.
Geeta Kewairamani- Urbanisation and the
changing pattern of land use in Bombay

-Poona axial region

One of the major impacts of urbanisation
has been the rapid expansion of the area
under non- agricultural land uses. With each
decade not only has there been an accelera-
tion in the rate of conversion but the
growth has also become more widespread.
The pattetn of land use change has
evolved from arandom one of low inten-
sity to a uninodal one concentrated around
Bombay, and is today essentially bi-polar
with traces of localised changes in the
intermediate  region, Residences and
indastries together account for over 94 per
cent of the changes during 1961-71.
Contrary to cxpectations the change in
land use does not show a strong correlation
with population increase or the index of
urbanisation questioning thereby  the
rationale of using figures of populiation
growth as indicators of alterations in land
use for land use zoning as is the practice
for most of the development projects under-
taken by the planning authorities in our
couatry.
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