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detailed field work which is a must for such
type of geomorphic studies, this study appe-
ars very superficial in nature,

There is no doubt that the physiography
bas influenced the human life of the region.
However this does not mean that the settle-
ment patterns, population structures and
the nature of transportation lines are always
controlied and decided by physiography.

It is very difficult to agree with the
author that there is dearth of detailed topo-

graphical maps inIndia and hence very little
work has been done inthe field of Geomor-
phology. The reason, probably lies not in the
unavailability of maps but in the lack of field
orientation of the scholars iothe said
discipline.

ustrations in the book do not connote
anything to the reader. These should have
l:een apt and more convencing.

S.N.K.

Geographical Field Research in South India, 1978, A progress monograph
Edited by Prof., Kenzo Fujiwara

Department of Geography, University of Hiroshima, March 1880

After the first project field investigations
in North India (Gapga Plain and Punjab)
led by eminent Japanese scholars, a team of
geographers from the University of
Hiroshima under the leadesship of Prof.
Fujiwara has concentrated on parts of South
India. In this collaborative effort the
University of Mysore is represented by Prof.
Mahadev and Dr. Boregawda. This in factig
a ten vear plan and the present book is both
a progress monograph on the first field work
in 1978 and a preliminary statement towards
further second and third investigations to be
conducted in future.

Besides the introductory chapters, the
book is divided into three parts. Part one
describes the regional geography of Karna-
taka State in brief. Part two is devoted to
the detailed village surveys. For this, two
sample villages viz. Chikkamaralli and
Aralamallige were sclected in  different
physico-socio-economic  environments of
Karnataka plateau. The changing pattern of

ural laudscape as a result of response of
rural communities to the process of develop-
mental planning forms the core of the
study. In the last part of the book (chapters
8 1o 13), several interesting topics are dis-
cussed ranging from laterite terrains, the

artisans in rural areas, to the ruralism of
workers in large scale factory,

The monograph has successfully brought
out the inflaence of matural environment,
particularly through water and soil, upon
the agriculture and rural settlements, It is
interesting to know how the villages in
this arca have progressed dynamically in last
few decades. The detailed study of village
artisans reveals how the rural industrializa-
tion is still at an immature stage though
a significant change has been observed on
the agricultural front and in the way of life.
These first stage field investigations certainly
would provide a basic frame for the formu.
lation of new theories which will contribute
toward the understanding of the problems
of the study region. The monograph is well
presented. Particular mention must be made
of the excellent cartographic work in the
monograph.

We are looking forward to many such
collaborative efforts in which scholars from
different parts of the world come together
and provide a unified picture of the regional
problems through a mutual exchange of
ideas and views born out of their varying
backgrounds and experience,

V. 8. D.



