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Ravine Erosion in India
H. S. Sharma
Concept Publishing Company, 1980, New Dclhi, Rs. 50 [~

Although there is a growing consciousness
of ravine ercsion, it seems that the root
cause of the origin and development of
ravines is not yet properly investigated. Due
credit must be given t¢ the author for
giving a full appreciation of all the aspects
of the problem.

The book gives the distribution of ravine
affected areas in India, such as Yamuna-
Chambal ravine region, th= Mej ravines,
Gujarat ravines and the ravines of western
Sub-Himalayas and Chota Nagpur plateau,
1t also describes ecology and merphology
of ravines. A chapter is devoted to the
discussion of ¢ Genesis of ravines.’

According to the author the ravine
devlopment in India is neither a result of
climatic change nor an effect of overgrazing.
He attributes the development and erosion
of ravines to the lowering of local base level
of erosion caused by recent uplift,

The author formulates a ¢ Rejuvenation
theory of ravine formation’ and tries to
apply it to all the major areas of ravine
erosion in India. The ravines are described
as the features of carly maturity stage in the
fluvial cycle of erosion, the concept which
needs further claboration, The chapters like
* Dimensions of ravine problem in Indig ®
and ¢ Ravine reclamation work in India,

are more like summary type reports, but
arc helpful in giving some idea of the efforts
made in India for the soil conservation and
reclamation.

The chapter on ¢ Ravine reclamation
planning * needs a special mention in which
a reclamability, classification and measures
for ravine reclamation are suggested. For
a general level planning, watershed of a
ravine is suggested as a planning unit. It is
also suggested that the integrated planning
for ravine lands can be done for whole of
the watershed on a4 contour map of
1: 25000 scale,

Althiough the description of ravines, par-
ticularly their ecology and morphology
appears too theoretical at many places, the
book is successful in giving an impression
that the study is mainly a result of extensive
fleld work doune in different ravine affected
areas in India.

The illustrations like ¢ extension of ravines
through headward erosion ' and the mecha-
nism of ravine extension through swallow
holes and tunnels > have helped a great deal
in visualising the erosional features.

The author no doubt, deserves credit for
introgucing a refreshing innovation of ravine
and gully erosion problem in India.

S N. K,

Geomorphology of the Sonar Bearma Basin
R. X. Rai
Concept Publishig Company, 1980 New Delhi Rs. 70.

The book gives a detailed account of the
physiography of the Sonar-Bearma basin,
covering parts of Sagar and Damoh distri-
cts of Madhya Pradesh,

It deals with the geology of the region in
detail. Endogenic forces and geomorphic
processes are also deseribed at length. The
geomorphic analysis of the region

is done by wusing usual morphometric
techniques, The drainage characteristics
and valley forms are described under the
title ¢ Fluvial Geomorphic cycle.’

It is regrettable that at many places the
description takes the form of toposheet
interpretation. In the absence ot description
and interpretation of landforms based on a
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detailed field work which is a must for such
type of geomorphic studies, this study appe-
ars very superficial in nature,

There is no doubt that the physiography
bas influenced the human life of the region.
However this does not mean that the settle-
ment patterns, population structures and
the nature of transportation lines are always
controlied and decided by physiography.

It is very difficult to agree with the
author that there is dearth of detailed topo-

graphical maps inIndia and hence very little
work has been done inthe field of Geomor-
phology. The reason, probably lies not in the
unavailability of maps but in the lack of field
orientation of the scholars iothe said
discipline.

ustrations in the book do not connote
anything to the reader. These should have
l:een apt and more convencing.

S.N.K.

Geographical Field Research in South India, 1978, A progress monograph
Edited by Prof., Kenzo Fujiwara

Department of Geography, University of Hiroshima, March 1880

After the first project field investigations
in North India (Gapga Plain and Punjab)
led by eminent Japanese scholars, a team of
geographers from the University of
Hiroshima under the leadesship of Prof.
Fujiwara has concentrated on parts of South
India. In this collaborative effort the
University of Mysore is represented by Prof.
Mahadev and Dr. Boregawda. This in factig
a ten vear plan and the present book is both
a progress monograph on the first field work
in 1978 and a preliminary statement towards
further second and third investigations to be
conducted in future.

Besides the introductory chapters, the
book is divided into three parts. Part one
describes the regional geography of Karna-
taka State in brief. Part two is devoted to
the detailed village surveys. For this, two
sample villages viz. Chikkamaralli and
Aralamallige were sclected in  different
physico-socio-economic  environments of
Karnataka plateau. The changing pattern of

ural laudscape as a result of response of
rural communities to the process of develop-
mental planning forms the core of the
study. In the last part of the book (chapters
8 1o 13), several interesting topics are dis-
cussed ranging from laterite terrains, the

artisans in rural areas, to the ruralism of
workers in large scale factory,

The monograph has successfully brought
out the inflaence of matural environment,
particularly through water and soil, upon
the agriculture and rural settlements, It is
interesting to know how the villages in
this arca have progressed dynamically in last
few decades. The detailed study of village
artisans reveals how the rural industrializa-
tion is still at an immature stage though
a significant change has been observed on
the agricultural front and in the way of life.
These first stage field investigations certainly
would provide a basic frame for the formu.
lation of new theories which will contribute
toward the understanding of the problems
of the study region. The monograph is well
presented. Particular mention must be made
of the excellent cartographic work in the
monograph.

We are looking forward to many such
collaborative efforts in which scholars from
different parts of the world come together
and provide a unified picture of the regional
problems through a mutual exchange of
ideas and views born out of their varying
backgrounds and experience,

V. 8. D.



