
Although there is a growing consciousness
of ravine ercsion, it seen:s tlrat the root
cause of the origrn and drveloprnent of
ravines is not yet prop*rl5, investigated. f)ur:
credit must be given t<"r the author for
giving a full appreciation ofali tbe asprcts
of the problem.

The book gives the distribution of ravine
affected areas in India. sr-rch as Yamnna-
Chambal ravine region, th: Me_i revines,
Gujarat ravines and the ravines of western
Sub'Himalayas and Chota Nagpur plateau.
It also describes er:ology and morphology
of ravines, A chapter is clevote<J to the
discussiou o[ ' Genesis of ravine s.'

According to the author the ravine
devlopment in tndia is neither a result of
climatic change nor an effect of overgrazing.
He attributes the tlevelopment and erosion
of ravines to the lowering of locai bas* level
of erosion caused by reccnt uplift"

The author formulates a 'Rejuven;ltion
theory of ravine forrnation' and trie! to
apply it to all the major areas of raviue
erosion iu India. The ravines are d*scribrd
as the features of eariy maturity stage in the
fluvial cycle of erosion, the coneept whiclr
needs Iurther elaboration. The rhapters hke

' f)imensions of ravine prcblem in India c

ond 'Ravine reclamation work in India,

The book gives a detailed accorrnt of the
physiography of the S*nar.Bearr:ea basin,
covering parts of Sagar and Darroh distri-
cts of Madhya Pradesh.

It deals with the geology of the region in
detail" Endogenic forces and geomorphic
procresses *re also deseribcd at length. Th*
geomorphic analysis of the region
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are more like summary type reports, but
are helpful in giving soiiie idea of the efforts
made iu Inciia for the soil conservation and
reelamation.

The chapter on . Raviae reclamation
planning ' needs a special mention in which
a reclamabiiity, classification and measures
ior ravine reclamation are suggested. For
a general level planning, watershed of a

ravine is suggested as a planning unit. It is

also suggested that the integrated planning
for ravine lancls can be Cone for whole of
the watershed or a contour map of
1 :25000 scale.

rllthough the description ofravines, par-
ticularly their ecology ancl morphology
appears too theorctical at many places, the
book is suercessiul in giving an imptession
that the study is mainly a result of extensiye
fleld work doire in different ravine affected
areas in lndia.

The illustrations like 6 extension of ravines
through headward erosion' and the mesha.
nism of ravirie extension through swallow
holes and tunnels' have help;d a great deal
io visualising the erosional features.

The author no doubt, deserves credit for
i;,itro#ucing a refresirirg innovation of ravine
and gully erosioil problem in India.

S N"K.

is done by using usual morphometric
techniques. The drainage characteristics
and valley forms are described under the
title ' Fluvial Geomr:rphic cycle.'

It is regrettable that at many places the
description takes the form of toposheet
interpretation. In the absence of description
aud interpretation of landforms based ou a
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detailecl field work which is a must for such
type of geomorphic studies, thls study appe-
ars very superficial in nature.

There is no doubt that rhe phyriography
has influenced the human lif'e of the region.
However this does not mean that the settle-
ment patterns, population structures and
the nature of transportation lines are always
conlrolled and decided by physiograpby.

It is very dilficult to agree with the
author that there ls dearth of detailed topo.

Af'ter the first project field investigations
in North India (Ganga Plain and Punjab)
led by eminent Japanese scholars, a team of
geographers fram the tlniversity of
Hiroshima under the leadeiship of Prof.
Fujiwara has concentrated on parts of South
India. [n this collaburative effort the
University of Mysorc is represented by Prof.
Mahadev and Dr. Boregar";d*, This in fact is
a ten -vear plan and the presert book is both
a progress monograph on the first fleld work
in 1978 and a preliminary statement towai"ds
further second and third invrstigations to bs
conducted in future.

tsesides the introductory chapters, the
book is divided into rhrer- parts. Part one
describes the regional geography of Karna.
taka state in brief Part trvo is devoted to
the detailed village surveys. For this, two
sample villages viz. Chikkamaralli and
Aralamallige wdre selected in difl"erent
physico-socio-economic environmeuts of
Karnataka plateau. The changing patturn of
ural laudscape as a result of response of

rural communitiesto the process of develop.
mental planning forms the core of the
Btudy. In the last part of the book (chapters
8 to 13), several interesting topics are dis-
cussed ranging from laterite terrains, the
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graphical maps in India and hence very little
work has been done in the field of Geomor-
phology. The reason, probably lies not in the
unavailabilit.v of maps but in the lack of field
orientalion of the schol*rs in the said
discipline .

Illustrations in tbe book do not connote
anythiog to the reader. These should have

been apt and rnore convencing.

S.N.K

artisans in rural areas, to the ruralisnn of
workers in large scale factory.

The monograph has successfully brought
out the influence of ratural environment,
particularly through water atrd soil, upon
ttre agriculture and rurirl settlements, It is

intereuting to know how the villages in
this area have progressed dynamically in last
few decadrs. The detailed study of village
artisans reveals how the rural industrializa-
tion is still at an immature stage though
a significant change has been observed on
the agricultural front and in the way of life"
These first stage field ln.restigations certainly
would provide a basic frame for the formu-
lation of nerv theories which rvill contribute
torvard the understanding of the prcblems
of the study region. The monograph is well
presented. Particular meution must be made
of the excellent cartographic work in the
monograph.

We are looking tbrrvard to many such
coliaborative efforts in which scholars from
differert parts of the world come together
and provide a urified picture of the regional
problems through a mutual exchange of
ideas and views born out of their varying
backgrounds and experience.

V. S. D,


