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BOOK REVIEWS
Agriculture in an Underdevloped Region - A Geographical Survey
S. D. Shinde
Himalaya Pubiisl:ing House, 1980, Bombay, P, 143 + Maps, Rs. 60

The present volume has emerged from the
author’s doctoral thesis on ¢ Agricultural
Geography of Konkan’, and he rightly claims
that this study is the first of it’s kind on a
neglected and relatively underdeveloped
region of the state. As a matter of fact no
such study for the stute of Maharashtra or
a part of it by any gcographer has been
published so far.

The book is divided into threc parts and
ten chapters. Part | outlines the euviron-
mental and socio-economic setting of the
study region, The spatial distribution of
agriculture including gencral and agricul-
tura) landuse, horticuiture, animal husbandry
and economics of agricultural activity is
described in part 11. While part 111 is devoted
to regionalization of agriculiure with special
emphasis on crop combination regions,
landuse efficiency and level of agricultural
development.

As the author mentions in the preface,
the entire discussion 1s concerned with the
interpretation of some seventy five maps, re-
presenting the variousaspects of agriculiure,
The maps are based on data collected and
compiled at the Tahsil level. In the chapter
on environmental setting the author obscrves
that in Konkan region, temperature nowhere
becomes an impedement to cropping, though
it influences the choice of fruit crops; and
1ainfall because of its  variability and
uncertainty influnences plant growth and
yield.This may ve irue but the author does not
elaborate these points of' vital importance,
Had the author given a few examples to
support the observations il would have
helped to substantiate his observations.

While describing the importance of socio-

economic factors like population, settle-
ments, transportation, irrigation, farm
implements and agricultural organisation,

the author has successfully oriented the
reader towards the problems related to the
presence of hired workers in rice and
horticulture arcas and lack of irrigation
fucilities, He further confeszes that there is
not much firm evidence about the
agricultural significance of land tenure and
as a result the following discussion is in the
form of a gcocsralised review of the land
tenure system prevalent in Konkar, basedon
Govt. publication. The reviewer feels that a
microlevel analysis of sample villages in the
study region would have thrown some light
on the land tenure system, ihe relutionship
between the size ot holding and productivity
or fragmentation and economic explotatio;
of the fand, and these empiricol observations
would have incieased the value of thig
chapter immensely.

The chapters on gencral landuse, crop
landuse, horticulure, animal husbandry and
economics of agricnlture in ihe Konkan are
well brought out. Particularly, the input—
output structurs, trends in production and
marketing of rice and mango are very
informative. The readers would have been
greatly benefited had the author described
the spatiai variations in the input-output
structre of rice and mango. In the fo
llowing chapter  Shinde has  applied
quantitative  methods to  delimit  the
agricultural regions of Konkun, The chapier
on regional disparities in landuse eff iciency
and agricultural develupment s inieresting,
The identification of levels  of develop-
ment based  on  composite index  of
agricultural development with some concrets
suggestions in the concluding chapter would
help the planners in the allocation of
resources to remove regional disparities.

One must also mention good quality of
printing, especially a  very attractive
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jacket. I wonder why all the maps
are placed at the end of the book. The
readers would find it very convenient to see
the map= and read the text together. There
is some mistake in the title of the indexes
of fig, 2. 1, C and D since they both indicate

persons per sq. km of NSA,

Allin all the book is well written and
will interest not only geographers but
agricultral scientists and planaers as well.

V.S.D.

Intra Urban Market Geography t A case stady of Patna
Abdus Sami
Concept Publishing Company. New Delbi, (1980}, pp. 219, 38 Tabhles, 20 figures and 38 Plates, Rs,70

The study of iotra city urban and
commercial centres, though a part of urban
landusc studies, has received scant atiention
from Indian Geographers. In this context,
Samis’ study ot the Intra Urban  Market
Geography cof Patna is a valuable contri-
bution to this relatively new field of urban
geography. More  so,when unplinned
urbanization is going on in full swing in
most of the cities in India, such studies
merit cven greater atiention.

In its broad outline, the study includes an
identification and analysis of the various
retail complexes of Patna at the different
levels of hierarchy and functional specia-
lization. Further, the hierarchy of nucleat-
ed business centres is determined and an
analysis of their internal structure, physical
condition, functional character and land
values is made,

The important infercnce from Samis’ work
could be summarised thus : Intense commer-
cial activity is concentrated in the more
densely populated belts, and there is an
abrupt decline towards the periphery. A
distinct pattern of retail complexes emerges
which fits into a five level hierarchial
structure of shopping centres. viz; (i) the
central business district (CBD) (i)  the
regional complexes (iii) community markets
{iv) ncighbourhood markets and (v) speciali-

zed centres. Functional complexity increases
with rising level of market centres in the
hierarchy. The quality of shops (floor space
area, building materials etc), the variety of
merchandize sold as well as the land valued
and rents, all show a strong correlation with
the hierarchial rank of the commercial
centre. In Pataa, centres of peak commer-
cial conceutration, unlike the western cities,
which have a low population in the city
centre (CBD), coincide with the centres of
population concentration.

In summing up one might state that the
author could have made an attempt to irace
the evolution of the various retail centres in
a temporal frame, this would help develop
a possible model or typology of retail centres
for Indiaa cities. Also, the inclusion of some
case studics depicting consumer behaviour,
alongwith the perception of market attract-
ivenass would have led to comparisons
between the processes operating in  the
developed and developing countries.

Nonethless, Samis stady does raise
important questions for further investigation
in the field of urban commercial geo graphy
like investment employment and  profit
structiure analysis, and wholesale and retail
differentation in the context of basic non-
basic functions and city-region relationships

J.N. D.



