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The [nstitute of lndian Geographers cele-

brated its first anniversary on the 91h of
February 1980. The occasion was solemni'
sed by a lecture by Shri Appsaheb B. Pant,

former High Commissioner of India in U.K.
on . Man ard his environment'. Presided

over by Dr. R. G. Takwale, Vice-Chancellcr,
university of Poona, the lecture was attend-
ed by students and teachers of Geography,
university Professors, Deans of Several

Faculties and some members of the Execu-
tive Council. Among the audience was Dr.
G. S. Mahajani, former Vice'Chancellor,
University of Pcona, who has been a source

of inspiration 10 the Institute. Shri Pant
emphasized the need for the preser'/alion of
natural environment and saving it from
excessive exploration and impairrnent. A
lively discussion followed in rvhich divergent
views were expressed. Summing up the dis-
cussion, Dr. Takwale sounded a note of
caution and forewarned of rhe danger that
could envelop us if man persists in reckless

exploitation of nature. Both exploitation and
conservation in a balanced measure are
necessary for the good of human society
and attempt to use the natural resources
must be accompanied by necessary measures
for regeneraticn and recl'cling. As ever, the
Vice-Char:cellor assured the Institute of all
pcssible help from the University in its
developlnent and implemeuting its
programmes.

One Day Semlnar ou l0th Feb 1980

On this occasion, a one.day seminar was
organized in the departmeot of Geography

NOTES AND NEWS

Foundaflon Lecture by Shri Appa Saheb B. Pant on'Man aud his Environment'

on l0th Feb. 1980. It rvas well attendcd
and delegates from almost all Universities
of Maharashtra participated in it. The object-
ive of the Seminar lvas to provide an oppor-
tunity to the young geographers to present
their research probiems and findings and
get to know other researchers working in
similar areas. This could also benefit young
research workers by way of a feedback thcy
would receive from the participants.

The thirteen papers presented ar the semi-
nar covered a variety oftopics ranging from
geomorphology, agroclimatology, biogco-
graphy, to agricultural, ind,,strial and cul-
tural geography. The papers reflected advan-
ced stages of doctoral and post-doctoral
research as rvell as the jnitial stages

of M. Phil and Ph. D. research. In all, the
seminar was conducted in three sessions,
chaired by Prof. S. C. Gupte, Dr. S. D.
Shinde and Shri K. P. Kshirsagar in
succession. Dr. P. V/. Deshmukh and Shri
Mustafa worked as rapporteurs. A brief
summary of the papers presented, is
given belorv.

N,I. B. Chavan - The Delinealion of
Banana belt in Eastern Khandesh region-
This work, though at an cxploratory stage,
held appeal for the teachers who are faced
with similar delimitaticn f rcr!ls6u.

Mrs. M. Kinikar - A nt te on thc Lcca-
tion of lndustrial Estates ir: Mal arashlra-
The paper evoked a great dti I oi ir,terr:,l
sirce many beiieveo that jn lccalirg rhe
Industrial Estates, the Gor,.'crnment has not
paid enough attention 1o the factors of
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rndustriul location, thus forcing a choice on

the small scale entrepreneurs.

Miss Y. Surlanarayan-The evaluation ot
Agricuitural Yields-Miss Suryanarayau has

revise<l the merhod of working out the

intensity ol landuse, basing it on the inputs
including man power in a specific period cf
time.

Mrs. S, Joshi-The Retail Trade Distribu-
tion of Pharamaceutical Products in the

city of Poona*Her idea tirat tbe volume of
sale is related to the level ol' deniand

el'oked sharp reaction frcm thc participants

and it rvas felt that contumption reflects

nlore the purchasing capacity than the
genuine demand for drngs

S. R. .Iog - Drainage Development and

Bifurcati<ln ltatitr- Afler a short revie u' of
rhe use and significance of the bifutcation
ratio of Horton, StrahL'r et al., the note

stressed the importance of the standard
deviation of the bifurcation r*tios as an in-
dcx to rlrainage dcvoloprnent. High and low
lrequencies ol first order -slreams within a
drainage network nr;r;r be indicative of its
development as rvell as it.s morphoclin.:atic
variaticns. It was felt tlrat further rlorpho-
rnetric and field analysis wcre required bcfore

final conclusions could be drarvn.

12. S K:ale - Slope dnalysis in the Shiv-
ganga Basiu-The results of iigorous and
detailed morphometric analysis and field
work on tbe siopes, were elaborated ar:d

a hypothesis for their development given.

The problem of eventual terraces or rock
benches reported as terraces r';as subjected
to the discussion. How much of the othe r
margin of the terrace repre:ented a formc'r
virlley flccr was lhe main poirrt of cortro-
versy. Th,.' ploblem brcomes compiicated
u,hen the bnsal slopes as a result of hack
v,,earing merge with otrter margin-c of ter-
races. 'Perhaps the facies of the deposits
could be useful in solvirg this problem ' was

the suggestion frctn many participants.

S. N. Karlekar*, Sra Level Change
along the Konkan Coast - Sea kvel changes

TR:\NSACT'IONS OF TI{E INSTIT(T]E OF INDIAN GiOGF.APHTRS

have occurred on tlte coasial strip betleen
Ratnagiri and N{al'.van, though it i: difficult
to relate them to def iriitr' periods. Thc regi"
on shows ticial creeks with deep water,
steep valley sides and plunging clifis, ail in-
clicative of submergence. Further t:vidence s

for sealevel changes are ritised beaches, sca

cavcs and cliffs, the later orientcd south-
wcst in accordance with the major direction
*f uave attack during the southwest mon-
soon. Along the coast, lower and upper
beaches, dunes and Iittoral terraces can be

observed. Methods of rvork included mor-
phometric aralysis notably trend surface
analysi-s to ideniify old shore platforms, the
study of the location and thickress of the
Iaterites as rvell as tbe study crf sediments,
i. e. samples which contained brown soils
3 m below thc pre"<ent sealevel. They in-
dicate subaerial srosion during a loler sca-

level stage. The discr.rssion foeussed on the
nature and height of sedinrents especially
the brown soils.

Mrs. J. Dikshit - The Evaluation of
f)rought Ccnslraints by Water Balance Decile
Mcthod * In Upland Mahar.ashtra a number
nf regions are subjected to a comparable
high annual water deficit. but they belong
to apparently different agricultural regicns
and are considered Cifferent in their drought
constraints. The qualificative evaluation of
drought constraints was attempted by the
introduction of the water balance decite
method, where the annual water balances of
70 v,:ars rvere grouped in ten deciles. The
towest water balance decile corresponded to
fhe seven years of lorrest annual rainfall. In
order to demonstrate the method, the water
balance deciles of Bpramati and Ahmednagar
u,ere corlpsr:d, It rvas possible to assess the
likelyoccurrence ol drought, and the crop
expt:ctations for the kharif and rabi season

as rvell as the individual constraints of these
trvo slations.

V. S. Datye - Crop comhination and
Productivity in Pune District- Crop Com-
binatiols in Pune District were classified



following Weaver's method. The crop com-
binations were computed from data cf
areas unde r ciifferent crops for the agricul-
tural yrar 1974-75. The ibllowing physio-
economic regions could be distinguished:
a zone of monoculture of rice or millets in
tire west (rairrtall above 2500 mm per year),
a zone of two cl'ops, namely jowar and
bajra, tr zone of three to five crops
including oilseeds and pulses, a zone of two
crops jowar, bajra, and, in thc extrenre east
of the district a zoDe of jowar monoculture.

The discussion concentrated on problems
of data processii:g and the use and appli-
cation of the ciassif ication system. In this
context its relevance to the assessment of
natural constraints, to optimal land use

planning, productivity and to the introduc-
tion of profitable pay-off combinations was
amply ventilated.

&{iss S. lVadwankar- Linguistic Minoriti-
es in India - With the help of a sizable
number of excellent maps the major
distribution of Indo-Aryan and Drawidian
languages was shown along with the relation-
ship of linguistic minorities to linguistic
majorities. A number of problems con-
corning Iinguistic minorities were presented
like tinguistic minorities in Maharashtra and
the use of Urdu as a mother tongue in the
State.

R. G. Patil - Preparation of Vegetation
Maps-Differeot types of vegetation maps and
the different techniques used were present-

ed. Maps based on administrative divisions
may give an incomplete information on the

I i7

areal distribution of vegetation types. The
maps prepaled in 1956 according to the
association of species could be further
refined. Fo; example, in forested areas the
number of trees available in association with
other species could be given,

F. Saptarshi - Problems of Agricul-
ture in Drought Proue Areas - The note
referred to agrc-econLlfitic problems of
Ahmcdnagar dislr'ict. Ir slrcssed the eco-
nomic imbalarce betwtr.n the water scarcity
and clrought proneness in the <iistrict on one
side and the bigh sugarcane production on
tltc othcjr. An optimal economic develop-
ilrert may be achieved rhrough the expan-
sion of small irrigation schemes, like lift
irrigation and the construction of percola-
tion tanks and by a dispersion of the present
and future waler resources to crops other
than the irrigation intensive sugarcane.

Mrs. A. Gadgil * The geographical
Climatology of Maharashtra - Mrs. Gadgil
presented a general outljne of the rvork un-
deratken byher.This inciudedthe use olrele-
vant data and their interpretatiot in geogra-
phical climatology, the irnportance of water
need and deficiency, ol'aridity and moisture
indices and their cartographical presentation.
The correlation betrveen Nakshatras and the
rainfall data over a period of 25 years
resulted in innovative findings concerning
the predicti<ln of the onset of moflsoon, the
amount of rainfall expected and the dura-
tion of dry and wet spells. The method
was elaborated and discussed in detail.

- Bditor
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