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two chapters, the problem of
been dealt with in
details. Here the author has given
adequate  coverage to all problems
of triangulation. Chapter XIV discuss-
es the aspects of Astronomical surveying
and chapter XV  deals with the elementary
principles of Air photo Survey. The discus-
sion about the various aspects of Astronomi-
cal surveying could have been more precise,

In the nex
Triangulation has

likewise in the chapter dealing with Air
photo survey, one expects the addition of
some more information regarding identifi-
cation of various physical and cultural fea-
tures from the air photos.

However, the book is an excellent text
on the subject and will serve as a handy
guide to students of Geography, Geology
and Engineering, offering Hindi as their
medium of instruction.

Geomorphology
Savindra Singh
Sharda Pustak BLawan, (Third editicn ).

The book under review is a successful
attempt to produce geographical literature
in Indian national language. The author
deserves all appreciation for bringing out
this excellent book. This is the third edition
of the book within a very short period of
time. The book has become very popular
among the students and teachers teaching
under graduate and post graduate classes.

Latest edition comprises of 32 chapters,
c ontaining 621 pages. Author’s attempt to

introduce regional and applied aspects of
geomorphology is a commendable step. It
would have been more worthwhile to in-
troduce few regions from southern part of
the country in the regional studies. More
emphasis is needed on Indian illustrations
and examples, which lead students to easy
understanding. On the whole the book is
useful and well brought out, supplemented
with several maps and diagrams,

P. W.D.

Urban Land Use Planrping in Hill Areas
J. P. Singh
Inter Tndia Publications, Dellii—~110035, 1980, pages 192, Price Rs. 80/-

At first the reviewer must take issue with
the author for what is essentially a mislead-
ing title. More so, when such a trend is
observed in the case of large number of
recently published books on geograply.
To cite a recent example, the land use in big
cities by Yadav is really an Urban Study of
Delhi. For a took purporting to deal with
Urban landuse planning in hill areas,
Singh’s account of a single urban centre is
rather meagre by any standard.

In the introduction (first two chapters),

the author traces sequentially, in a brief
review, the trend of landuse studies. The

account of site, location and the growth of
Shillong, together with other vitul inform-
ation regarding geology, physiography, cli-
mate, vegetation and historical background,
insizad of taking the form of a stereotyped
narrative, could have been related to the
unigue constraints imposed by these natural
factors upon the land use.

The third chapter deals with the demo-
graphic structure, where the various aspects
of the town’s population, including land
population ratio, concentration index of the
population in the different wards, occupa-
tional structure, age and sex structure, and
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the distribution of the tribal population, as
well as the composition of other religious
groups is shown. The spatial pattern of
the heterogeneous social groups in the
town reveals the cosmopolitan character of
Shillong (fig. 16). Had the author provided
a key along with the maps on demographic
structure, it would have greatly helped the
rcader while going through the accom-
panying text.

In the fourth chapter, it is regrettable that
the details in the landuse map (fig. 17), so
painstakingly surveyed by the author, should
be lost on account of too many details of
various landuses in a small size compact
map. Perhaps, a ward-wise map would
have brought out the indivdual land use
categories with greater clarity. Had the
author been able to trace the landuses at
different periods, in addition to the con-
temporary one, it would have provided
some insight into the process of change in
the pature of dominant functions related to
the time period and the size of the town.

In case of the residential landuses, the
author traces the different residential areas
and shows how the structure of Shillong’s
residential areas display a combination of
two models. The sector theory in the old
municipal core arcas while the multiple nu-
clei model is clearly visible in the later de-
veloped peripheral parts. Slums and resi-
dential colonies are later appendages. Though
not pointed out by the author, the associa-
tion between the tiibal populition and low
class housing and slums is strong. Also, the
highly localized nature of high class resi-
dential areas ncar the city centre and in
close proximity to the middle class housing
(but never in association with low class or
slums ) is worth noting.

In the section on commercial landuse, a
visible break in the hierarchy of shopping
centres is nowhere apparcnt. The size of
the Shillong agglomeration ( just over a
hundred thousand ) itself would preclude the
development of a true hierarchy of shop-
ping centres, though bus traffic intensity does
bring out the most important shopping
areas.

Only a cursory reference made by the
author to the constraints imposed by the
hilly nature of the topography is disappoint-
ing. Also, hardly any mention is made of the
adverse effects of improper landuse, while
discussing the urban landuse planning in
these parts. In fact, nowhere has the author
discussed the unique nature of the problems
of urban places located in hill areas. Instead,
the entire analysis takes the form of a gene-
ral discussion of the various kinds of land-
uses for o single urban centre,

While framing the planning guidelines
for future planning of landuses concomi-
tant with the increase in the two sizes, a
mere three lines for the development of
Shillong as a tourist centre is rather surpris-
ing. One would expect a far greater contri-
bution from a geographer, whose intimate
concern with the evironment, should equip
him with a wealth of ideas for such work.

Most rgrettable is the absence of any
overall conclusions on the geographical
aspects of landuse development/planning in
hill areas, for it leaves the reader wondering
why mspite of such an acute threat to the
ecology arising out of highly accelerated
erosive forces in a landscape, not only of
stecp slopes, but also subject to very high
rainfall, has the author not adequately
spelied out a strategy for preventive as well
as corrective measures to check the deteri-
orating quality of the environment.

Summing up, the book has limitations.
The chief among them is lack of depth.
Some topics discussed have little meaning
keeping in view the title of the book. Yet,
Singh deserves all credit for the extensive
bibliography and the voluminous source
material he has so painstakingly gone
through and also for the intensive field
work he has undertaken, The book is
strongly recommended for those interested
in general landuse studies of urban centres,
though its use is severely restricted for
those whose major concern is to look for a
typology of landuses associated with hill
areas,

V.S.D.



