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The book under review is a published
doctoral thesis; it presents the detailed
account of the various facets of fringe zone.
The book acquaints the readers with tlre
problems of identification of fringe zone,
demarcation of its subdivisions, and attempts
to study its salient features of culture and
landuse, taking Patna as a case study.

The book runs into nine chapters, contain-
ing 256 pages. Chapter [, deals rvith the
concept, of rural urban fringe, its definition
and the review of literature. In the second
chapter the author has explained the metho-
dological approach for solving the problem
of delimitation of fringe zone. Third chapter,
embodying the factors influencing fringe
demarcation unfolds various aspects influ.
encing the character of fringe area. Next
chapter introduces the physical personality
of the fringe zone and is followed by the
chupter on urban influences on the character

It is the first book of its kind, written irr
Hindi, dealing with all aspects of surveying
from Chain and Tape survey to Aerial pohto
survey. The author of the book has made a

sirrcere effort by providing a comprehensive
text to the students offering Hindi as their
medium of instruction. It fulfils a long felt
need of students, offering surveying at gra-
duate and post graduate levels.

The book runs into l5 chapters in which,
chapter I, II & III deal with the introduc-
tion to the subject, types ofsurveying, princi-
ples of surveying and elementay information
about some common parts of survey instru-
ments.

Chapter IV, V, & VI deal rvith the Chain
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of fringe area. Here, the author has given
more stress on cultural and social aspects of
change. It would have been worthwhile i{'
economic aspects of urban influences were
also considered in detail. Remaining chapters
deal vrith the changes in the land use pattern
in the fringe area. While dealing with the chap-
ter on case study the author has considered
those villages which are in the fringe zone
of the study to study the influence of Patna
on the landuse, of the fringe area but unless
one considers few villages which are beyond
the limits of fringe zone how one can show
the influence of urbanisation on changing
landuse in the fringe zone ? It is felt that
in the case study, few villages beyond the
fringe limit should be included.

On the whole, the book is well written
and profusely illustrated with maps. It is a
useful book for research students interested
in the field of urban studies and planning.

Tape, Prismatic compass aud Plane Table
Surveying. The Author has explained all the
de tails of survcying and elaborated the merits
and demerits of various types. Chapter
VII deals with the various facets of Dumpy
level, its principal, types of levelling and
errors in levelling. Chapter VIII deals with
the details of Theodolite surveying. The
chapter is well written and illustrated with
photos aud sketches. Chapter IX, X & XI
deal with the calculation of horizoutal dis-
tances, Trignometric principles, calcula-
tion of vertical and horizontal angles and
distances and the use of the instruments
i. e, Indian clinometre, Telescopic Alidade,
Abney level, Ghat tracer and Altimetres.



ln the next two chapters, the problem of
Triangulation hirs been dealt with in
details. Here the author has given
adequate coverage to all problerus
of triangulation. Chapter XIV discuss-
es the aspects of Astronomical surveying
and chapter XV deals with the elementary
principles of Air photo Survey. The discus'
sion about the various aspects of Astronomi-
cal surveying could have been more precise,
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Iikewise in the chapter dealing with Air
photo snrvey, one expects the addition of
some ilrore information regarding identifi'
cation of various physical and cultural fea-
tures from the air photos.

However, the book is an excellent text
on the subj*ct and will serve as a handy
guide to students of Geography, Geology
and Engineering, offering Hindi as their
rncdir.rm of instrucLion.

ll3

The book under review is a successful

attempt to produce geographical literature
in Indian national language. The author
deserves all appreciation for bringing out
this excellert book. This is the third edition
of the book within a very short period of
time. The book has become very popular
among the students and teachers teaching
under graduate and post graduate classes.

Latest ediiion ccmprises of 32 chapters,
containing 621 pages. Author's attempt to

At first the reviewer rnust take issue with
the author for what is essentially a mislead-
ing title . More so, when such a trend is

observed in the case of large number of
recently published books on geograply.
To cite a recent example, rhe land use in big
cities by Yadav is really an Unban Study of
Delhi. For a Look purporting to deal with
Urban landuse planning in hill areas,

Singh's account of a singlc urban centre is
rather meagre by any standard.

In lhe introduction ( first two chapters ),
the author traces sequentially, in a brief
review, the trend of landuse studies. The

introduce re.gional and applied aspects of
geomorphology is a commendable step. It
would haye been more lvorthwhile to in-
troduce few regions from southern part of
the country in the regional studies. More
emphasis is necded on Indian illustrations
and examples, which lead students to easy
undcrstanding. On tbe whole the book is
useful and well brought out, supplemented
rvith several maps and diagrams,
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account of site, location and the growth of
Shillong, together with other vital inform-
ation regarding geology, physiography, cli-
mate, vegetation and historical backgrouud,
instlad of taking the form of a stereotyped
narrative, could havc been related to the
unique constraints imposcd by these natural
factors upon the land use.

The third chapter deals with the demo-
graphic structure, where the various aspecls

of the town's population, including land
population ratio, concentration index of the
population in the dillerent wards, occupa-
tional structure, age and sex structure, and
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