BOOK REVIEW 121

Central Places and Spatial Organization in a Backward Economy : Gorakhpur Region ~
A Study in Integrated Regional Development,
Jagdish Singh,
U. B. B, P. Research Series No, 3, pp. 147, Rs, 95/

Central place theory, Growth Centres
and Basic needs approach have proven to
be an inexhaustible theme of geographical
research. Since most studies appear as arti-
cles, and only a few books exist, Singh’s book
is a welcome addition to the existing
literature on area development planning in
India, particularly in the context of develop-
ment for a backward region. The aim of the
book, to quote the author, is to build an
integrated theory, to bring about a really
effective strategy for development. Seen in
the light of the stated objective of the book,
the introductory chapter on conceptual
background provides a good foundation to
the different approaches on development,
Basic conceptual rigidities, vital points and
complementarities between the central place
model, growth centre and basic needs
approach are outlined with a view to inte-
grating them for evolving a more viable
system of spatial organization. The author
proposes a combination of Friedman’s
model of regional development and a modi-
fied version of Lausen’s two pronged strategy
to evolve a more progressive structure of
area development framework.

The strategy of spatial organization
discussed in chapter Il highlights the basic
features of the existing space economy in
India. The author makes the reader aware,
that inspite of remarkable advances in pro-
ducing basic capital goods and provision o f
economic aund social infrastructure, the
development in India epitomises most traits
of a less developed country, This may be
attributed to serious omissions, through
successive five-year-plans, of the creation
of sufficient employment avenues at the
right spatial locations, especially while
reorganizing the inherited colonial economic
structure. For e¢liminating the existing im-

balances in spatial organization, the author
suggests a compromise between the market
oriented and basic needs approach, by
adopting the basic central place framework,
in which he proposes incorporation of
certain elements from the growth centre
model, The manner in which this is to be
effected remaias rather misty, especially on
closer scrutiny. But the ultimate objective of
the author is to reorganize the space eco-
nomy by bringing about on integration
between the primary, secondary and tertiary
sectors of the economy from micro to macro
levels. Indeed a tall order, for, though the
author emphasises the need to integrate and
take a more comprehensive view of the
different concepts and approaches, he only
succeeds in ably pointing out the flaws in
the existing system. The remedial measures
suggested in his model, which is based
essentially on the central place theory,
follows the same course as the earlier
approaches, and thus the basic structure
remains little aitered.

A geographical account of the study
region, and a review of the different methods
of determining the hierarchy, alongwith the
method adopted for the area is included in
the middle chapters (III & IV). The
hierarchy of centres is based on a combi-
nation of the scores obtained by Davies’
location index method, plus a weightage
measure applied for the service and admin-
istrative functions, which gives the integrated
functional index. In chapter V, the spatial
interaction system is analysed with the help
of traffic flows and consumer behaviour
patterns, The missing functional links
between centres of various orders have been
effectively determined with the help of
consumer travel pattern and weekly market
circuits, both relevant in the present context.
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What is not clear is how the author gains
an insight into the dynamics of the central
places from a development foci stand point,
more so, when the functional magnitude
and nodal accessibility ranks have little
concurrence with each other,

Also, the derivation of nodal accessibility
appears a bit clumsy, it could have been
stated in a more laconical language.

In the final chapters, the author outlines
those features of the spatial organization in
the area, which themselves are hurdles to
development, particularly, the irregular
spacing and indiscriminate location of
growth centres, being the key factors leading
to wasteful and unnecessary dispersal of
services. Other elements in the system res-
ponsible for sectoral disintegration are also
reviewed, The last two chapters are devoted

to the indentification of an hierarchical
system of development foci and their com-
plementary regions and to the building of a
model of spatial organization suited to the
study area.

A few omissions appear : the appendix for
measuring consnmer travel pattern, though
mentioned in page 64, is not included in any
of appendices at the end.

Although there is little that is entirely
novel in the research strategy spelled out by
the author, the analysis deserves special
recommendation, for, it can definitely be
considered among the first few comprehensive
attempts in integrated regional development
for backward regions in India.
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