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The students, research workers and
teachers of agricultural geography are
considerably handicapped for want of an
exhaustive work compiling the different
aspects of agricultural geography. Persons
interested in this branch of gcography
have to rely on books written by foreign
authors describing the nature of research
trends and work dome in their countries.
The present book is an important addition
to the existing work by Iadian soholors
like Shafi, Jasbir Singh, Ali Mohammad,
V. R. Singh and others who have made
successful efforts in that direction.

The book has been organized in eight
chapters covering a wide range of topics
from origin of agriculture to the modern
trends in the discipline.

The first chapter traces the historical
evolution of agriculture discussing various
theories of the origin and spread of
agriculture with informative illustrations.
An addition in the form of origin and
development of agriculture in India would
have added further to the wutility of this
chapter.

Physical factors like climate and soil in
association with agriculture have been descr-
ibed in the second chapter. The author gives
a detailed account of soil characteristics
but pays little attention to soils in relation
to agricultural patterns. Besides, the effects
of relicf and slope on agricuitural landuse
have not been considered. Similar relation-
ships between socio-economic factors viz.
land-tenure, land-holdings, labour, capital,
transportation facilities and market on the
one hand and agricuiture on the other are
examined in the next chapter. The role of
technological factors, e. g. irrigation, how-
ever, is a serious omission,

A chapter devoted to agricultural systems
summarizes the characteristics and types of
agricultural  practices with a study of
jhuming in the North-East India. The
author deserves special compliments for
such an interesting and informative presenta-
tion of the prevalent agricultural practice in
that part of India.

The nature of agricultural statistics and
sampling techniques are briefly mentioned
in the fifth chapter, while chapter six deals
with the various meihods of agricultural
regionalization. A research worker would
certainly find this discussion very useful as
it also includes the application of these
methods to Utter Pradesh and India.

Agricultural location has been explained
in the form of models by various geogra-
phers viz. von Thunen, Jonasson, Losch
Hoover, Dunn and Isard, and the autho;
has explained two of these models in seventh
chapter, highlighting the spatial and
organizational aspects of agricultural
location. But one fails to understand the
inclusion of Christaller’s central place
model and the Loschian modification which
would be better fitted in a book on human
geography.

Lastly, the author rightly points out the
impacts of green revolution, in view of
making India sclf-sufficient. It also examines
the production trends and the socio-economic
consequences of the green revolution.

Thus the present volume is a welcome
effort to meet the increasing demand of the
students offering an advance course in
agricultural geography. A good bibliography
given at the end will immensely benefit the
research workers in this field. The printers,
publishers and especially the cartographers
deserve a special mention,
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